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Gathered by mutant psychic Professor Charles Kavios, THE K-MEN are soldiprs for his dream of copxistence between 
normal humans and mutants like them. 


Formed by General Nick Fury and led by Captain America, THE ULTIMATES are a small but lethal army created to protect 
humanity against all the new rising threats to the world. 
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Ground Zero, We're the first 
Vladimir. This outsiders to walk 
is where it here in twenty- 
happened. three years. 


I'm still 
not convinced 
this is safe, 
Grigori. 


Did that 
Evenk shaman 
frighten you, 

little Viad? 


He sealed it because he 
thought there was bad magic 
here. That's not the 
same thing. 


He used the 
only vocabulary 
| he had to describe 
something outside 
his experience. 
> He-- 


All the reports we've 
read say this is poisoned 
ground. People get 
sick here. 


That's why 
the Evenk 
tribal chieF 
sealed the 
area. 


I'm missing 
the Posh Spice 
video! 


You ought 
to write them 
a letter to 
thank them, 
then. 


And I've got 
to tell you, I 
might not be 
with it any more, 
but I don't think 
white girls from 
North London 
get to say "Yo". 


Change the 
channel. Maybe 
the cable box is 

up the spout 
again. 


Yo! 
Something 
wrong with 

the telly! 


T've told you 
amillion times, 
me] myname isn't Yo, 
I'm your mother, 
and I don't fix 
televisions. 


T'll dive 
Uncle Ray a 
ring, he might 
know how to 

Fix it. ' 

j That MTV 
Europe's rubbish 
anyway. I like 

> VH-1. 


"You would.» 


You're like a 
hundred years 
: old ss 


It was 
Uncle Ray who 
spilled beer in 

it in the first 
place. 


Hold on. 
Something's 
coming 
on... 
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urrr! 
Mum, that's 
horrible-- 


Must be that 
heavy-metal music 
channel-- they 
shouldn't show things 
like that in the middle 
of the dau. 


le! 
They sound lik 


babies! Mum, 
make it stop! 


i eee ee 


all the stars 
go aut 


it comes 
ang you are 
all Dead 
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~~ “7 3 | ane we! there is 
\ . only death 
for you 
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> 
eh 
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there is only | 
Small life 5 
then there 
= is this 
-. = — 


we he I send @ 
this tell this 
warn this 


Beer is good. 
It's like a food ; , 
group and Hit it a little R WWZ-7 = don't know 
too hard there, ==—| my own strength. } 
~ ™ lLamuHercules. 


i Y \s that the bath 
H running? Sounds like 
it's overflowing. 


Aaron, dude. 
No way that's J 
a bath. \ 
( 4 
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haa 
ae 7 


| 


| 


i 


PM 4) TAY SSSA 
yt I | \\ N \ . \ 


I'm going to 
as _ attempt to use the 
; ue \ MA Cerebro amplification 
terminator hashad ‘\ i inpoi 
the same dream. I'v z agate Eoiplnpelne 


ever experienced : the source of the 
: nd duite Bkys signal. 


It felt like... like i 
someone was playing 
me arecording, 
almost. 


a Mm! 
Indeed. Surreal 
as the sequence was, it had the 
g4 authentic tenor of direct experience. } Is it an 
s It's not an artificial construct. attack? 


"I don't think so. \ 
I think it's a cry 
for help. 


Perhaps... imagine a 
traumatized teenager, 
X-factor positive and 
emerging into full-blown 
homo sapiens novus. 


Visual 
metaphors for Young, scared, 
loneliness and confused, and the 
abuse. most powerful 
broadcast telepath 


we've ever 


Trying to encountered... 
communicate what they've 
experienced, but filtered 
through the fantasies 
they've evolved to cope. 


| 
| 


Jean, I'd 
like you to 
wake up Logan - 
and Peter. We've a_ 
rescue mission 
to mount. 


The Triskelion: 

C Base of_The U.S. 
Superhuman Defense 
Initiative 


Obviously, we have to 
find the perpetrator 
and force them to 
cease and desist. 


With 
extreme 
prejudice iF 
necessary. 


We're into the 
third day of these 
broadcasts, and stuff 
is starting to happen, 
you Know? These things, 
they're getting to 

people. s 


And the cell phones. 
These things are 
hacking into the phone 
network. And the 
Internet isa 
mess. 


I've been given 
my orders. Whoever's 
broadcasting needs 
to be stamped on. 
We've been cleared 
to go in. 


And I am telling you, I did 
It's not go through a Cold War 
coming from and in fact end the Cold war 
Russia. to have a massively 
destabilizing terrorist 
The Tunguska communications attack 
region of Russia, emerge from Russia! 
in fact. Which is kinda 
like Siberia without 
the nice parts. 


Eight times in 
the last twenty-four 
hours alone, they've 

broken over all TV and 
radio channels-- 


i up in every language 
on Earth. How does 
——— ee that work? 
ee S aes 


-- and they turn 


And that 
is the end 
of the good 
news. 


But he's 
the science 
guy. We'll need 
a science 
guy, right? 


T like Tony. 
Everyone 
likes Tony. 
He's a friendly 
little freak of 
nature, you 


But one day he's going to 
pull his weak sister act at the 
wrong moment and he's going to get 
capped. And then we'll be without a 
double-brained freak of nature. 


We've been 
requested to go 
However. in gently and quietly. 
Apparently we don't 
want to upset Mr. Putin, he 
Mr. Putin. say “I know nothing.” 
He's approved a small 
exploratory force, 
nothing more. 


Captain, it's me and 
you. And the Black Widow 
here, because Iwant a 
Russian speaker-- 


And I get to 
hear more about 
how you put Yankee 
boot to Russian 
backside and pulled 
the Berlin Wall down 
with your bare teeth, 
General Fury? 


y, =~ Yeah, but he's also 
beer a, useless in a firefight 
a ~ ] unless he's piloting Iron Man, 
{ Tony's the and I don't have clearance 
\ brains. for the hundred-man support 
crew Iron Man needs 
to Flu. 


So I keep others on 
the payroll. And one of 
them did a tour in 
the Army. 


He's a techno- 
weirdo like Tony, 
but he travels light, 
and he Knows how 
to use a gun. 


According to 
geolocation, he's 
in the Amazon. 


So I'm 
going to get 
him on the 
phone. 


Yeah, You've gotten 
this is Sam me on a satphone 
Wilson. . in the middle of pygmy 
country and you want 
me to hold? 


y You Know I'm 
ut in the middle 
of nowhere, right? 
The GPS... Right, 2 


No, I'm cool with being 
briefed en route. I'm all 
yours, si 


How quickly 
can you get 
someone out 
to me? 


I thought 
you lost the 
Heli... oh, 


right. No, I've 


IF you've got . got everything 
aGPSfixonme, need right 
then, sure, pick here. 

A\ me up from this 


location. 


Four hours 
is good. Gives 
me time to at 

least scout 

the area for 
later... 


No, I've been 
out on the trail 
for a week 
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How would 
you put ite 
Tunguska is the 


outback. 


It was only 
lightly populated 
even before the 

explosion. 


I think some 
of the tribes out 


>) . 

i You mean 
i people don't 
Wwi4 evenhave 

~~ Pome tractors? 


Listen, that whole area was sealed 
off by an Evenk shaman-chief for fifty 
years because he believed it to be, 


: i - CG ; could happen is that 

seriously, “enchanted. ,) =< ; they might be seen 

aN f AS ie as the local version 

IF someone deep in —<——_ | \ of a cunning-man or 
7 —— ms 


The best that 


the Tunguskan forest, L 
in an Evenk tribe or wisewoman. 
something, has gone full- F 
blown-- there is going 
to be no coping 
mechanism for 
them. 


The tone of their broadcast 
suggests that the best is no 
happening. 


I've placed 
the source of 
the signal against 
global positioning 
and have a location 
accurate toa 
square mile. 


You're to prepare 
the X-Jet for launch. 
Whoever this poor 
soul is, I want him 
brought back 
here. 


They deserve more y 
than, at best, being W is Z Rescue 
able to tell people where { . yO this poor 
the good fish are. And, ] dreamer, my 
as Piotr says, the best , Ar X-Men. 
case scenario is ; ¢ 
unlikely. 


We're on the 
site, sir, but 
there's no sign » 
of Wilson. 


Hold that 
damn thing still, 
could youP 

——— 


|. i 
This is Wilson, 
soldier. Hold the 
chopper steady 
or else I'm going 
to go right into 
the blades on 
approach. 
2 hey | 


A Look down. 
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You ever . 
been to Tunguska, 
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something 
exploded over 

Tunguska a 
hundred years 

ago, right? 


Not me. What | jase ey, ay ve iS Nobody knows. Maybe 
exploded? 4 Avg on TT aes: r a meteorite. There's 


> © 4, : YF J 7) freaks in Moscow who 
sid ry . % iS > say it was a spaceship-- 


eve our version of the people ff 


who put tinfoil in their 
hats to keep the alien 
>> mind beams out. 
But something ‘ 
blew up over Tunguska. aes 
Flattened a hundred 


square miles of 
forest. 


er! say the 
shockwave was 
: For months 
Felt in London. afterwards, there 
was an aurora 
borealis over half 
the world at 
night. 
It took us 
twenty years to 
get an expedition 
out there. I mean, 
that's how far 
out it is. 


What people sau is... 
the forest grew back 
wrong. Trees and plants 
were different. 


There's a heavy level of 
mutation in the natural 
world there. That's why 

people don't talk No one 

about it. wants tobe ‘eq 

too interested Fq 

inmutation, — 
you Know? 


~<a 


That's not 
ae a Whatever we can 
7 figure out, someone 
else can figure 


p= 


§ Whatever 
exploded--and 


2 it went off like 
a nuke--it threw 
radiation 
everywhere. 


TT | 


So, after afew 
generations, 

a mutant 
broadcasting 
out of Tunguska? 
Not outside the 
realm of 
possibility. 


What bugs 
you, Logan? I 
mean, everything \ 
bugs you. But What F 2 What bugs me 
what's bugging bugs me is ‘ is that there's no 
youright this / that we ain't | Way in hell we're the 
second? deniuses. 5 only ones taking a trip 
to the countryside. 


Straight up here 
to the bridge, Mr. 
Wilson. J 


Waiting 
for you with 


SS the Captain, = 


A= — \\ Mr. Wilson. 
r) 


Goodto \= = 
== see YOU again, 


Tee y ys 


ze) Saws a 


Ihate to 
be the one to 
B break it to you, 
but you left the 
Army, Sam. 


You're agood ‘N, Sam Wilson, 

bou. This is the meet codename 
rest of the team Black Widow, our 
for this mission. Russian specialist. 


Stand at 
ease, son. Whu'd 
you leave the 


Ifelt I had 
more to do out 
in the world, sir. 


Sam, let's get down to it. 
I want your take on this 
thing. Did ops bring you 

up to speed? 


Your ops people 
put the Tv footage 
on my phone, yeah. 

How widespread is 
this thing? 


Worldwide, 
Sam. And people 
are starting to 


T'll bet. You couldn't Z = 
design a better You think 
psychological warfare that's what 
attack if you tried. y 


that's why you're 
mobilized, sir. 


! L 


And I guess 
you've heard 
of Captain 
America, right? 


But no, I 


\ don't think 
Zi 


I think the 
effect is purely 
accidental. 


"Black Widow"... 
do Ihave to call 
you that? 


Excuse me, General, but if I'm 

onaG.H.I.€.L.2. Helicruiser for 
You're not a black ops mission into the 
cleared for middle of Russia, I think I'm 


real names, cleared for whatever I 
damn well please. 


Natasha. Do 
you think the 
Russian secret 
services have 
the funding for 
a stunt like 
this? 


No. At the height oF 
the Cold War, they 
were limited to short- 
range radio and 
microwave 
transmission. 


On the best day of our lives, 
General, could we take control 
of every communications 
device on Earth? 


Has anyone talked 
to a psychic about 
this? 
S.H.1.E.L.D. 
Psi-Division is 
Okay, so, shut down. 
ignoring that, 
someone in the 
middle of nowhere 
has a technology 
no one's ever 
heard of, right? 


And I bet 
you Putin's 
acting like he's 
got no idea 
what's going 


The Tunguskan taiga is no-man's land, 

sir. And the Russians can barely keep 

their space-launch bases open. What's 
happening here is outside the box. 


No, right, 
I believe 
him. 


Mr. Wilson, I 
think it's important 
to bear in mind that 
Russian intelligence 

has always been 
boxes within 
boxes. 


It's entirely 
possible that 
Putin doesn't 

know about this 

because he was 

never supposed 
to know. 


In any case, 
this isn't 
psywar. Not 
deliberate 
psywar. 


What 
interests 
me is that 

these take 
the form of 
messages 
from the 
dead. It's 
Kind of why 
I was in the 
Amazon. 


Down there 
are people called \ 
ayanuasqueros. 
Tribal doctors, P 
mystics, medicine / 
men. 


They take \ 
this stuff called \ 
ayahuasca, this 
awful muck they 
brew up out of 

vines and 

stuf. 


It's a psychedelic. 
They hallucinate all 
over the place--but 
it's their belief that 
the visions are 
actually another 
dimension. _~4 


I'monaS.H.|.6.L.0. retainer. 
IF L come up with anything 
good, S.H.I.E.L.7. gets a 
shot at it. 


I've seen dead 
soldiers, Cap. What 
if I could make a 
chemical machine 
that brought them 

> back? 


When you ask them 
why they take it, 
they say it's for 
working with the 


They're necronauts. They travel in 
the place of the dead. And what they 
bring back are messages from 
the afterlife. 


ancestors. 


They told me you were a scientist- 
Mr. Wilson. What were you doing down 


Cap, you're a machine. 
I'm a machine. Our parts are made 
out of water and meat and minerals, but 
we're walking pieces of engineering. 


That's what these 
messages could be, 
you Know. Messages 

from the afterlife. 


The dead have made 
real-time contact with the 
living through prime-time Tv. 
There's a headline for you. 


The dead appear on American 
TV all the time. I've seen 
game shows. 


Um... 
do I call you 
Captain? 


Everything's a 
machine. Plants, everything. 


When we eat a plant, 
we disassemble it, 
junk what we don't 
want and plug the 
parts we need into 

our machine. 


What if 
these jungle 
drugs are 
machines we 
can ride? 


sir, we have long-range : ap =| 
geophusics results on the Let's 
\ target area. _ ’ see them, 


This is the high- 
—= power scan. This is 
This is the what's underneath 
ground-zero Tunguska. 
region in low- 
level resistivity. It's two 
The basic shape miles long on aol 


of the area. each side. piety 


There appear to 
be several entrances. 
We're approaching from 
the south: it'll bring 
us right over one. 


This is another twenty 
meters under the complex, 
sir. 


What are 
they? / we got a 
radiological take. 
Best guess: we think 
they're nuclear 
land mines. 


Provided the 
powerpacks 
on the trigger 
The British j mechanisms 
developed one in the py] haven't rotted 
19508, sir. It’s entirely } J out? Probably 
possible that the Y aprimitive 
Russians obtained ; form of radio 
the specs. _ } frequency |.D. 
i The ops 
team advise 
radio silence 
when you go 
in, sir. Just 
in case-- 
<A 


certainly. We 
owned British 
intelligence in 
the fifties. 
What's the 
trigger? 


case our radios 
accidentally trigger 
nuclear land mines. 


Transmit 
all findings 
back to the 
Triskelion. 


Prep the 
chopper for 
drop. 


Saddle 
up, boys and 
girls. 


You see any 
settlements? We're 
pretty far north, I 


cantake us south 


if need be... 


running the 
cams... 


Can you put 
us down anywhere 
around here? 


LP. JW Yh 


WL, 


LG, 


ul 
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this door? Do 
I task some 
specialists to 
blow it? : 


take a look 
at it first? 


S oe 


F it's not powered... how are they 
getting in and out? , 


And it's not 
powered. This 
m\ is going to take < z 
= Be a minute. aaa | ; : 
Se ral They're not. | 
Bee pia ee IF it's unpowered, Ve ; 
then there's Which is kind 
no oneinhere. | interesting, isn’t it? 


IF this was a Soviet Yi? 
government asset, ) 


things start to \ = 
make sense. <= cre | 
eee” «When things > : 


collapsed and 
people stopped 
getting paid, they 
just left their 
stations. 


It's entirely by 
possible the stafF 
just locked the 
place up and went 


a An 80s keypad 
No. This is old. stuck on a 60s computer 
Typical Russian, if system. Take two things 
you don't mind that work and nail them 
me saying. AN together. 


eat = ia — SS 
So you type 49 = SSS 
for Commit, and ; 0 ee eG, 
e Return to 
confirm... 


2 


You're sure 


here? 


it's through | 


Keeping 
mutants in 
a hole... 


So whoever's W 
broadcasting is 
doing it from 


You want me to 
get the door? 


No. I'm ‘ x 
in amood to “) { A 
do this myself. LY us 
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Feel = A \ Not even 
better? \ slightlu. 
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they started 
building, 


Tid have to say 


so. But keeping 
something like this 
secret for so long, 


even in Russia... f - } ~ 


predate even the ea \ Cy . 
Cheka, Stalin's spies. 1 ae oo 


Sam, Natasha--you ASS 
RB want to take a look at “n I r P Me too. IF there ; 
‘ew was a military application 
to whatever's in here, 
surely it would've been 
just alittle } used during the war. 


a bothered by 
the date. 


The nuclear mines are 
post-World War Two. 
Maybe they didn't know 
what they had until it 
was too late. 


Let's see if 
there's a final 
entry... Sam, 
m) can Il get some 
light? 


Yes. The staff 
here didn't get paid 
for six months. This 
looks to be around 

1994. 


So they 
literally just 
locked up and 
left. 


I knew a lot of Russians. I 
could never imagine Russians 
doing that. 


You missed 
sixty years of 
disappointments, 
Captain. 


Sixty years 
of the state 
saying they'd look 
after us, and then 
having no choice 
but to look after 
ourselves. 


Take the 
book. Keep 
reading. 


Is that Ican't 
smell what I smell much 


think it is? aside from... 


That 
ain't what I 
think it is, 
right? 


It's old, 
but yeah, 
it is. 


Droppings. 


€ 


~ Ican't 
believe none 


to bring 
flashlights. 


us thought k 


eR 
Atte 


oo 
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7 How many 
people lived 
m here? For how 


That 
ain't the 
question. 


I'm wondering 
how many people 
died here. 


You see 
something? 


I 
thought 


so. 


Hey. \ ~ : ; : 
Comrade. - He's not going We're no 
Stand up. we ¢ 4 tounderstand going to harm 

z you. you. This is a 
rescue mission. 
Please stand 


Where'd _ ¥ r 
mm he go? “ Stay cool, 
> <a : : A 2 soldier. He's 
x g ‘ 5 f, wey ’ here. 


SN 


TE he 
yaa ae 
fis 
ah ’ 
hj re 

fi 


W 
66%, 
rev 
\N 


Tell him to put his hands 
on his head or I'm going to 
take him down. 

is 7 


something on 
his head. Can 
you see it? 


That 
means you, 
Wilson! 


Your bullets 
ain't hitting him, 
General. 
¥ And it kinda 
rf seems like he 
needs to take 
“3 ‘ : y / Xs a breath in 
Mi mh a, = _<* EF between 
: DAN = ge. > & discharges. 


So maybe I 
got a better 


a 


S QRS 


Actually, I take that 
back. I think you've made § 
an impression on him, 5 
Sam. Or in him, 
Gs anyway. 


y Ua ee — 


Nice 
work, Mr. 
Wilson. 


I'm carrying 
just enough tools 
to do arough 
autopsy. 
Iwanta 
better look Jf 
at this guy. Ja 


This guy's forty Signs of starvation 
if he's a day, you , in his past. Rough old 
\ k : 


Yeah. This horn 

was bolted on to his 

skull. Hole drilled 
through his forehead 
there, see the wire 

fed through into 

é hee 
like seal: And the 


skin grew 
back over 
the horn. 


~~ ' ; 
my Let's get him 
~ taken upstairs 
for a better 


% W, 


Fury to 
Helicruiser. 
Come in. 


no escape 

it comes and 
there's na 

eSCape 


Oh, well, 
that's just 
-~ great. 


We're too 
close to the 
source. It's 
blanketing the 
damn radio 
spectrum. 


Could this 
place be so old 
that it's just 
collapsing in on 

itself? v4 
Perhaps that'd 
go some way towards 
explaining our mutant's 


M panic. Trapped underground J 
in astructure that's “i 


giving wau... 


ff. 


Jie 


End o' 
me the road. 
4 
: le 
2 


Trapped, 
maybe. Structural 
collapse, not so 


much. 


Jean? What 
A do youwant & 
to do? 


> 
stronger. The \ 
noise. I don't 
want to waste 

time. 2 


So who wants to move 

this mess? The big metal 

guy? The moves-stuff- 
with-her-mind 


Oh, let me 


aa 


Listen, if this 
me sick. "Wolverine, don't 


You people make 


junk turns out to 
be load-bearing, I kill that guy!" "Wolverine, 
ain't digging myself save our useless butts but 
out from under be nice about it!” "Wolverine, 
the roof, okay? dig through a tunnel so 
we don't break our 


"Wolverine, 
use your special 
cut-through-anything 
claws to save us from 
shaving to actually 


do work!" 


It wasn't a 
blockage, it 


est __get offa 
y me, you freaky- 
looking piece BS 
of-- & » 


I believe 
it's time I did 
some work. 


~ At first, 
I thought 
you were a 
robot. 


But now that 
Bee I can smell you-- 
you are aman, 
_ aren't you? 


Amanuith 
robot parts 
Bolted on 


You rust. Your human 
Body suieats into the 
metal and corrodes 


I wonder 
if you nested 
to stay dru. 
a And wait. 


Are 
g those your . 
prey? ay 
We came to 
find a victim, not Fa 
monsters-- @ 


IF you hit 
yay «me again we'll 
Sag go through the 
floor!Ican [am 
feel it! ore 


YOU WON'T Se 
SURVIVE THE 


..and 
neither might 
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This is all 
your fault, 


I found the 
relevant entries 
at last. 


This is all 
because oF 


They expanded 

the effort down 
here post-World 
War Two. 


It seems that whatever hit Tunguska 
was...they're making up words, but they 
mean it was biomechanical in nature. 


They're saying a <e Arecovered device, 
device caused the We apparently. 
Tunguska event? : 

And, after the war, 
they learned how to 
partially disassemble 

it. 


/ 


They were terrified of you, 
Captain. Even though you were 
: lost by then. 


_z Wi : Za ),\ ‘ An American 
} Z FY \ supersoldier. You 
reinvented ground war. 
j It was the last thing 
, » f 4 : they expected. 


< And there e 
7 were no guarantees = 
that America wouldn't 


: | ‘ rediscover how to 
a | j N make more of you. 


So they began a cold-war 
battle to fight a soldier who 
no longer existed. 


The whole time 
you were asleep 
in the ice, these 
people were at 

war with you. 


And they had 
this thing, this 
artifact they 
were pulling 
apart... 


And they discovered that they 
could implant pieces of it into 


guinea pigs. Plug one thing 


that works on to 
another thing 
that works... 


These things that 
fill this place, Captain, 
these human 
horrors... 


These are 
your Russian 
cousins, medical 
jokes kept 
underground 
for everyone's me =the Russian 
safety. ; supersoldiers, 

Implanted : Pepralt 


with radio devices monitored i — 
by nuclear landmines set to — 


explode if they leave the area. 


You can 
hear them 
screaming. 


& fy) 
So I'm a 4 
figuring this 
could have gone 
better. 
f 
= 
j i" # 
= es te 


St See 
I Sa er ES 


I mean, they're 
ugly, screwed-up, 
weird-looking 
freaks. 


These ain't 


‘@ b) mutants. 
’ a #% ‘ 
" 2 


But 
mutants? 


\ Wi i a ~ a dm“ Lib “ 


Please remain 
uthere you are. # 
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i 
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Peter? ‘WE 
What're you 


Give me 
asecond, 


We're here 
to help. There's } 
a psuchic here, 
who's Been 
calling out. 


~ s 
je 4 eT But me can 

Ms aN | a get all of you 

sa | hid, out Of here. 


3 


* wiih 


ait You...you are 
he . Russian? mW fh 

W ‘ —_ : There is no 
ZA Soviet Union any 


are from ulhere? 


> f . 7 
es i international 
4 \ rescue effort. 
“et ot military, not 
governmental. 4 
4 1 
C 
7 f eo 


Help us to 
understand 
mhat's 
happened 
here. Help us 
find everyone 
trapped in 
this place. 


, 
hy | 
l 
here to... ] 
help? ( 


Oh. Oh, my 
Boy. |t has been 
so long. 


Finally, there 
is Kindness in 
this place. 


Finally, there 
is good Russian 
Boy to help us. 


You are 
a lying feces- FY” 7 
parasite from 
your mother's }F g 
Burst 


intestines. 
D 


Br 


more. We Know. You 


Smack the 


life clean out 

of their weird- 
looking 
bodies. 


Well, it's 
I Wet about damn | 
f ; q ) time. _ 


—_—. 


na 


You Know what the 
worst thing is? 


A A Saal look down 
Se rr. / 
a Acouple 
Ei /G dozen hands. 

: y But rl 


They were * 


: e = YP" =~)  downhere 

The wors' Ete fo Z a long time, 

thing is that AA ¥ Ee _ Nick. 
E ee E iS = 


we ain't there 
: / to make a hell 


* HOW much is— §f 
more of this are Wy E neil 


we gonna have to Z j 
contend with? Z y Mistakes 
pe 5 too big to kill. 
Mistakes so bad 
they could do 
nothing but lock 


¥ Me 
mater 


And in a funny 
kind of way, it's 7’ But perhaps 
all your fault. , You have to be 
‘ Russian to 


appreciate the 


W 


Pap 3) ih * ay - Po 


your problem? 
f-4 Squeamish all of 
a sudden? 


Oh, shut up, Logan. 
Like having a three-figure 
personal body count 
makes you clever or 
something. 


Hey, this is 
what these guys 
wanted. Look at 
them--this is 
what they were 2" 
made for. , Tmjust 


better at it 


than they 


<A 


Jean...are 
you doing 


know if I want 
you to be doing } 
that or not. 


\% Yeah. And I'm better 
at actually doing the 
job than you are, so 

shut your mouth before 
i I shut it for you. 


I'm 
finishing 
this. Now. 


We've come 
mw this far. We are 
going to get to the 
center of this thing 
and find out what 
the hell is going 


imagine if those... 
things had kids? 
What they would A baby in an 
have done to : underground 
them? world oF 
There's no monsters. 
reason a mutant EE; , Z 
child could not have ‘4 I've been 
been conceived here. Benth i naaaed 
Se pee AE I don't want to think 
1 about years of this 
being all you Knew. 


Jeannie, 
your ear. 


What 
about it? 4 
ap 
» Re “2 “ 
. : Fae Sr 2. ~~ 
Gir pug 


You're pushing 
your telekinesis too 
hard. You burst some 

blood vessels 

in there. 


Then quit 
looking for things 
to prove your damn 
manhood on and help 
me find a kid who won't 
stop screaming 
in my head. 


Every second, 
Logan. Every second 
it gets louder and 
more desperate and 
it's not stopping. 


> 


y - 


One thing I 
don't get. You 
are a Russian 
Supersoldier. 


According to 
the scans, the 
central space is 
vaulted, reaching 
right up to the 
topsoil level. 


We'll have a 
better chance 
of restoring radio 
contact... 


We've got 
another inmate 
ahead. ‘ 


from the central 


I guess. 
How're we 
doing? 


A hundred 
meters or so 


space. 


iy 


ny 


There were at 


7 \east four different b 
met =programs I Know of ODY. 


janet 
we 


Well, gee, I 
uess we should 
negotiate. 


No, wait-- 
we could just 
kill him. 

y 


No. You Prison hierarchy. 
could not. i There's always going 
American. if to be one guy who 

gets enough food 
and keeps it 
together. 


And there's 
always a good 
reason why that 
guy's in prison in 
the first place. 


Iam the... 
what is the 
English? I am 
the trustee. 
Heh. 


And you. I 
Know who you 
look like. Who 

are you, in 

the mask? 


/ Captain 
America. 


: = eA\, Yee ,- 


Bee. 


Wy ah es 


ae 
r ee 


y ue rm 
: {om! 
Finally. i } 
: j 


They said to Ey / 
me, the good 
workers of this 
place, they said 
we make you 
great. 
We make you 
great because 
one day you 
meet Captain 
America. 


The Americans build 
super-captains of the 
battlefield, and 


And so I have 
waited. And guarded 
the means of production 

» like a good worker. 


I always 
knew you 
would. 


Ihave 
considered our 
fight for many 
decades. 
There is music 
in this. Do you 
understand, 


Captain? Great 4 


music. 


But I said 
to them, I have 
no shield. 


And they 
said to me, we 
cannot replicate 
his shield. 


ANTE 


Cap, I got an idea. 
Let me run this up 
the flagpole and see 


You three 
who salutes it: 


eee | breach that 
y- WASSh door and 
Let's just ; ‘is finish this 
shoot hima 
lot and keep 


Because, you Know what? =: 4 And to see 
I knew Russian soldiers aa Wy them turn into 
during the war. = IE E pe people who make 
i monsters and keep 
them underground 
ontop ofa 
minefield-- 


--to see people 
like you, proudly 
complicit in this 

nightmare-- 


They were good 
and decent men, and 
they made horrible, 
painful sacrifices to 
defend their people. 


--yeah, I'll 
give you your : 
fight. : You 
| i heard the 
Captain. 
Sam, you 
bust that door 
open for me now. 
Let's get this 


You've waited 
forty years for ‘ 
me to come and jootate 
beat the blood rude of me not 


to oblige. 


Y Thavehad 
forty years to 
plan this battle, 

Captain. 


And it's . 
going to take 
five minutes to 
plant you in 
the dirt. 


Jeannie...you gotta 
ramp it down, sweetheart. 
\ = =You're ripping yourself 
<. 


— 
Oh, 
what do you 


I said, 
what do you oe 
care? amen Y No one 
You're the = “ig im cares. Nothing 
guy who confesses iy » matters. 
to being hired to kill , ae 
the Professor--after 
I let you go to bed 
with me. 


So, reallu, 
shut up with 
anything that 
sounds like you 
care. Because 
you don't. 


The closer we get to this 

thing, this kid, whatever it 

is--the closer we get, the 
worse she's getting. 


You take down 
; R ; that door, Pete. 
Y allthe Ves 4 = | in ‘ Jean... 
there'sno starsgo }& Sf ae i= I've totally W ; we 
= lost my sense 
of direction. 


It's lit in Zt 
here. Where's the 7 @ 
power coming 


There's % 
light, and... 


o 

“L 

© 
aE 
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ULTIMATE NIGHTMARE 


C 


They're not Let the Captain 
fighting. take care OF 
business, Mr. Wilson. 


Just concentrate on 
. getting this door 


aren't they 
fighting? 


Are you looking for 

an opening, Captain? fe 

Studying me for ,3 
weaknesses? @ 


Ihave 
none. Iam 


pels f perfect. 


SS 


WS 
S 


wets 


You...I have 
not the English 
for what you 


IN 
y 


1, 
"A 


Sa Per 
t e 
ve 


\' hh) ae e 


e ie 
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} =a) Nick, Sam... 
sa = - try your radios 
\ % — =F again. 


We are 


ae pee \ ee ia going to need 
ae | - Z some help. 
4 | ih 9 

| cae 
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Vy 
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a LIES G4 ar > 
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= hl 
: Su 


—— 


SEE: 


yy hee F 
p 
The source of the } 
R transmissions? j 


Look at him. 

He's the source 

of everything 

‘ here. 
~ Take two : 
things that work... WJ 

and stick them 
together... 4 


He's their damn | 
Super-Soldier program. Wi® 
They spent decades 
pruing bits off him and 
grafting them into 
test subjects... 


Zed §=company, 


ll —— 


m Scape 
escape 


It's you... 
I can hear 
you... 


They don't ‘gy 
have their main 
super-people ; 
»\ with them-- 


aw eae 


Yeah, no 
lron Pants 
or Hammer 


x ig «ow . But 
5 ~— . T'll a 


Stand down, 
X-Men! 


Oh, I'm 


tremblin’. "Little 

human dog talks 
trash at me." I 
don't think so. 


Wd As 


Do you understand 
what this was, this 
underground 


It was 
q our testing ff 


It made us strong. 
It made us glorious. 
It made us proud. 


Fighting 
isn't about 


be.) a : zi pride. 
— Ki e z This is the 
A : ; y\ mistake that 
\ crazy scum like & 


you always 
make. 


Fighting 


It taught us 
that Americans 
are nothing and 

that there is 
strength in 
a Union. 


Fighting's about 
winning. 
Y 


P Do 


| 7 Do not fight. Saal ‘ Yeah...it's...real \ Th Twas... just ¥ ...iF 
; [ ank you. Now was... just Y ...iF your eyes 
f will not kill you. \ comfortable... please let me \ thinking... 4 really turn to 
Just put you “_* : crush the air metal...how do 
to sleep. a - we " Organic metal \ out of you. you see...? 


analog, is it? I've... 
heard about it... 
it's extremely 
cool... 


\ 
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You keep honkin' 
me off, Fury, the 
slower I'm gonna 
kebab your 
heart-- 


4 / bs Na 
/ Zz fon 


Who 
called me 
that? 


I cannot 
tell a lie, Jim. 
™ It was me. 
Ss 


Now why don't 


you settle down, 


fella. I've got no 
particular wish 
to kill anyone 


else today. y 


>": 


Speak for 
yourself, / It's not human. 
Not human and it 


won't stop talking 
in my head. 


Yes, dear. You 
said that. Shut up 
now or I will be forced 
to blow your head 
off for the sake oF 
my sanity. 
I think the 
mutants area 
little confused, 


. Can't blame them, 
Widow. Listen to what 
. she's sauing. 


She's an X-woman. 
They've got psychics. 
I've read about it. 


7 General Fury said 
S.H.1.E.L.D.'s psi-division 
was down. If this thing 
was broadcasting on the 
high electromagnetic 
frequencies psychics use, 
as well as the wavebands 
we picked up... 


: You kids thought IT bet you didn't 
there was apsychicin evenstop to turn 
here, didn't your_4 onatTVtosee if 
anything else was 
going on. 


You barrelled 
right in here, to 
save the underground 
brain-broadcaster. 
Right? 


Morons. 


7 ee 
/” So what do 


2 
Sam? Looks to me 


like someone made 
half a robot out oF 
half a Cadillac. 


Metal man, kneel down, 
cross your ankles. I could 
shoot you through the eyes 
from twenty paces 

without even trying._ 


No, General- 
it used to be 
intact, or 
close to it.) 


Hunocred \ 
years trying | 


toheal “pe they W 4 
cut pieces #B 


We're here You've brought us here, 
now. Youcanstop and we're ready to listen. We want to 
broadcasting. But your broadcast is... ; é learn, but you 
damaging us. ' ‘ = \ havetostop 
y ; the broadcast 


- ! 4c (C9 
{ saat 
Ww wl \ Es 


| Le 


Name Vision. 
Vision. 


H | 


\G 


BR 
EQW 
Sa aN 


Traveller I [ae 


Running 
ahead of 
the thing 


Across ¥ 
galaxies 


Warning 

that it is 

coming 
ss) A hundred of your 


years to 
defend 


Failure event in 
my vessel mechanism 
while entering your 
atmosphere 


Critical 
failure 
above this 
territory 


And dissected 
over period of 
decades : 


1 Bl 
Defeating =a} 
< repair cycle S| | 
‘ie 
‘e A 


= Broadcast cortex <7 
reassembled -at\\ 


A hunored 
years gone 


by aa a 
Panic failure in 


role assigned to 
me by the unquiet 
dead their voice 


Mass broadcast on \ 
all frequencies the 
Stories of the dead 

the warning 


You must 


For There is >}. In their language 
epare now « : 
prep. what? What's a very old // it means uncreator 
culture < antimessiah poison 


Sg . 
Le | Prepare | coming? 
j i ] wave universal 
endbringer 


So many 
destroyed 
cultures 
T hald the 
voices of a 
thousand dead 


Their ward 
for it has 
travelled 


Dunno. Like 
someone let a 
flashbang grenade | 
off, couldn't see 
a thing fora 
second... 


Widow, did you 
take your eyes 


off Jean Grey? Af N This is Fury. — 


Can you hear me 
up there? 


ey Gg (ba 

n Mg i 4 . Grab some 

2 shovels, boys. (hes 

G | \ You're digging us 

: ame out of here. € 

a ZX ‘s 
He A ; 
4 ‘\ 


You said 
a hundred 


\—@ = years ahead | te WKY AN 
Z One hundred VS : Z a J Ay 
i a 
ct 
{ 


2 z) 
= years have N 
\— @) = passed By 
Ne i! ® Aa ~ There is no 
ee WS) | time left & 


So there 
wasn't a mutant. 
Ever. 


Just some 
weird messed- 
up alien 
robot. 


And no one 
thought to take 
even half a day to 
find out what 
else might be 
going on. 


You and baldy got so sweaty 
about rescuing some poor little 
mutant that you just didn't 
think twice. 


And it's thanks to 

you two that we almost 

got killed by the 
Ultimates. 


Or what, Jeannie? You going 
to kill me? Drown me with your 
bleeding heart, maybe? _ 


This was a shambles. Think. You and 


Xavier think you're so sneaky and clever, and 
where did all that brainpower get you? 


your face 
with a gun in 
your ear. | 


ae 


IF you ask 
me, this Galakty 
thing can't come 
soon enough. 


We're all just 
dumb enough to 
deserve to be 
eaten by some 
jerk from space. 


You for thinking 
Charley's the savior, 
and me for sticking 
around. 


You're going to | 


spend every waking 
hour with him, working 
out what he's talking 
about, and learning as 
much as possible. 


This is » 
officially sixty 
levels above 


gan Al y) Leal] Vw 


\ op 


f \ 
} 
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Bu Terrorists. 
you going to Terrorists are 
ms explain away Lae good for 
\ mass broadcasts anything. 


predicting I know what 


you're thinking. 
ly And no, we're not 
telling anyone 
) about this. 4 


; t until I know 

exactly what's 

coming to get us.” 
\\ 


Ultimate Secret #1. 


Y} 


PI/Ir2 
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Formed by General Nick Fury and led by Captain America, THE ULTIMATES are a small but lethal army created to protect 
humanity against all the new rising thraats to the worl:. 


The genetic structures of the four super-powered teenagers known as the Fantastic Four 
were scrambled and recombined in a fantastically strange way. 
Read's body stretches and flows like water. Ben looks like a thing carved from desert rock. 
Sup can become invisible. Johnny generates flame. 


The events in this story occur before those in our companion title ULTIMATES 9. 
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ULTIMATE SECRE 


oa TTT, ll if 


5 ID. “Youhave <Q 
$ ten seconds 
to comply. 


Theyreally 
make you say 
te 


It's getting so 
I'm accidentally 
Zz saying it at home. 
‘Pinner now. You 
fe, have ten seconds 
e to comply.” 
AN 


My wife 


— 
yy 


yp Of me. Pr.Lawson... Je 


Lawson, but 
Captain Danvers 
me] insists. We're gonna 
need the eye scan 
to confirm 
your ID. 


$ FS wer s r 
a 4 , tobe more paranoid & 
xX than usual, you 
Know what I'm 
sauing? 


/ x ray rls 


goo’ 
Best of luck. 
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Good morning, ladies 
and gentlemen. Welcome 
to Spookworks 4. 
I'm Captain 
Carol Danvers, 
director of 


Security, The project head 


will be with you ina 
moment. I'd just like 
to take this time to 
remind you to keep 
your RFID tags on your 
person throughout 
your stay here. 


The VABs, or Vehicle Assembly 
Buildings, are fitted with automated 
point defense systems that look for 

the tags, and I hate the paperwork 
on accidental incineration of visitors. 


Spookworks 
Actual is on 
the move. 


We 


I'm 
North. Be 
seated. 


IF you'll direct 


your attention outside, 


you'll see our current 
test article, Asis 01, 
being conveyed to 
its launchpad. 


Today's symposium 


will conclude with Asis's 


launch. Security will go 
to ared condition at 
that time. 


Please stay 
within indicated 
boundaries and with 
your handlers during 
the red condition, 
or I will arrest you, 
no matter how many 
times you outrank me. 


IF you'll 
take your seats, 
Colonel North is 
on his way with the 
development 
team. 


~— 


y I'm joined 
» bythe core dev 
team: Louis Sutton, 
o \ David Binder, 


¥ p Sorry. I 
Lawson. /Fhe's was just looking 
joining us. at her. 


Dr. Lawson is, Of course, a 
civilian, and should probably 
be excused. IF not by me. 


He and Drs. 
. j Sutton and Binder 
git \ \ f : , 7m } have full codeword 
Didn't even © — y clearance to the 
4 see you there. Scepter or plus- 
Sorry. } / 22nd level. 


Pr. Storm, yes? From the 
Baxter Building Project? _Dr. Lawson, 
Is Reed Richards with if you'd like to 
you? ‘ 


No, I'm afraid 
not. Reed has his 
head in the clouds 
already, and 
security's still 
an issue... 


Pity. In any 
case, it's an 


Asis is the first line oF 
vehicle design from 
S.H.I.€.L.2.'s Breakthrough 
Propulsion Project. 
This takes work | 
from NASA's own BPP 
theoretical initiative 
and puts them into 
practical application. 


There are currently 
two forms of spacecraft 
engine: the chemical kind, 

which drove the vz, the 
Apollo missions and the 
Shuttle--and the ion drive, 
which drives our deep 
space probes. 


provided our own 
breakthrough. | 


A nuclear- 
electric device 
opens up a zero 

point energy zone 
within the Asis 
reactor. 


Nuclear- 
electric? Isn't 
that dangerous? 


ee) Th 


—, 


Chemical drive is 
slow and inefficient 


and heavy. You remember 


Apollo; it's like piling 
explosives to the 
height of a street 

lamp to launcha 
walnut. 


lon drives work 
on the cumulative 
speed of constant 
small pressure--toy 
sailboats for 
space. 


Several of our deep space probes 
have had nuclear-electric power sources, 
and they were launched on chemical 
rockets. 


Yes, iF one 
exploded, it could 
conceivably scatter 
nuclear materials, 
but we're confident 
in our shielding. 


The device is no more 
than a starter-motor for the 
zero point zone in any case. 


Yeah. I know. 
Here comes the 
science. Relax, 

this stuff is 


Zero point 
energy exists in 
vacuum at a temperature 
of zero degrees. Particles 
and waves of power that 
spontaneously appear kn 
out OF nowhere. 


Okay, now, you 
iow when you turn 
a car hard right and 
feel pushed to the 
left? That's called 
inertia. 
It was discovered 
back in '94 that zero 

point energy fluctuations 

are the cause of inertia. 


Open up a zero point zone no bigger than an iPod 
and shape an exit gate for the energy, and you get 
yourself a big Kick. That doesn't stop. 


Zero point 


The ZPE generates 
thrust from, essentially, 
nothing. 


This i 
will eventually 


have application 
for civilian power 
generation, 


Sure. For now, 
we're using it for 
this. There were 

atomic bombs long 

before there were 
nuclear power 
stations, after 


a 


Asis opens the options 
box. I mean, did you Know 
there are at least four 
short-term options for 
terraforming Mars at 
our current level 
of technology? 


Fa 


energy is free 
and limitless. 


< 


And a zero- 


artificial 
gravity. 


( Our calculations show V this puts the Moon just hours 


that the Asis could well 
develop a speed of some 
twenty percent of the 
speed of light. 


away. Mars, days awau. It puts 
areturn trip to the nearest 
star within a human 
lifetime. 


Furthermore, 
the Asis system can 
be mass-produced. It 
is, if necessary, a way 
off Earth for the 
human race. 


does the 
name come 


Asis? In Kenyan 
mythology, Asis 
was the god of 


Bie. ctheteck 


article performs 
as expected this 
evening, ladies and 
gentlemen, the 
sky is ours. 


We have a 
security breach, 
sector Golf 
Niner-- 


--appears 
———| tobe shelling 
—\ from concealed 


location-- 


Li 
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This is 
Danvers to all 
points. Condition 
black, repeat 
condition 


We are 
under 
attack. 


Please remain 
calm. We're locking 
down the Spookworks 
and dealing with the 
situation-- 


Y Ican't see where 
the explosions are 
coming from-- 


Missiles 
from beyond 
the perimeter? 
Mortar fire, 


Oh, God, is it 
terrorists? 


ing 
jovi 
-we're oo at 
eee hoi 
cur 
se 
to 


ganna 
—_ 
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aly: 


, 


[TTT | | famemepnth 


WEEE MEET EERE 


— 


ee 


Visualskan 
uncontirm: nat 
Kree physiotype. 


File-related message 
fram Shipthane Yahn 
Agg follows: 


“Mission parameters 
altered, Humans will not 
be allowed to escape the 

planet. Comply with 

destruction of Asis or 

be disavowed." Identity 
Pluskommander 
Mahr Vehl 


confirmed. 
—=__ Tell Yahn 


Rgg he's arectal 
wart and T'll kill 
him for this. 


Unikode Halahand \ 
Heavenchair: stand | 
ready to receive y 

break kode. 4 


Unikage confirm: 
rankstate. 


Uplink to 
kruiser Night's 
Inquiry, query file Uplinked. 
Infiltration break Stand by. 
Mahr Vehl break 
Surgery. 


Oh, NOW you 
confirm my 
identity. Ihate 
Killforms. 


Does 
“disavowed” still 
mean "blasted to 
sludge and turned 
into a protein 
drink’? 


Sy 
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Come on, g 
come on, how 
many cables did 
Binder design 
into you... 
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You take this 
S back to the Vehicle 
Assembly Building and 
\ you guard it with 
your lives. 


Pluskommander 
rank not qualified to 
deactivate Killform-- 


My trial-Father 
helped design 


Vy you, beastie. 
J fA 


4 


i 


excommunicated in 
Cykle Five Anha 
Perioo-- 


full power. 


ing ME gy 


a Hey, guys... , 
} help me up... 


because, 
um... 


stupid... 
heh... 


I'm 
Spider-Man... 
really... 


...ol' Spidey's 
gonna have a 
little sleep now, 
guys... 


x0, Z 
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I am going 


device on my 
wrist. 


to trigger the \ 
uit removal. I do 
it by touching the #& 


Ig . 


It's plastique 


explosive. We couldn't 


figure out how 
to get your...suit 
off. So instead 


&) 
\ we pasted that 
: to you. 


It's shaped, 
so when I press 
the big red button, 
only you go. 


Keep your 


finger on the 


bu 


<p 
a 


tton. Blow my 


No. 
No wau. 
No chance in 
hell. 


Come on. 
It's not like 
you ever 
trusted 


I never 
trusted you 
because you're 
secretive and 


you're a flake. But no. 


talking to you 
like you're YOu 
and you're 


; You're not 
Philip Lawson. 
No. a. 3 


\ Sorry. Lreally Isaw the 

a am Philip Lawson. 7 It was a hobby. W’ attack, the soldiers 

Co fe Imade this suit GasedonTony " weren't’containing it, 
“y myself. Stark's Iron-Tech | so I thought I'd, you 


initiative. 


Know, help out. 


And the 
invisibility? 


S.H.1.€.L.D. 
“light-sensitive mode” 
technology. You don't 
have codeword 
clearance for light- 
sensitive. 


I'ma 
hacker. 


y: ; It's a : 
AA sickness. I 
<i ” am a very bad 


person. 


(4 


Here's the thing, Lawson. You N 
come clean with me now and I N | 
don't have to turn you over to 
S.H.1.E.L.D.'s Department OF 
Knowledge Management. 


SS 


Interrogation QS! = faa 
on the surgical 25 
level. ; = 


Are 
you up for 
that? 


4 


My name is 
Geheneris HalaSon 
Mahr Vehl, rank oF 

Pluskommander, officer 
: of the Kree Void 
Navy. 


Pluskommander 
is a rank roughly 
analogous to 
Captain. 


Good. Now 
get me ameeting 
with General 
Nicholas Fury. 49% 


Oh, you can 
bet on that 
happening, 
Dr. Lawson. 


Captain 
Danvers, will 
you step outside 
with me? 


You so do 
not want to 
make me say 

it, General. y 


Spit it out, 
Danvers 


Captain Marvel 
and he's a spaceman 
from the Cree Indian 

tribe, sir. 


Ain't we 
supposed to 
call them Native 
Americans 
now? 


So, Captain 
Marvel. You're 
a cree. Guess that's 
j one way to get ofF 
the reservation, 


You want 
me to slap 
you around 
some? 


You're not a 
shapechanger? 


<> 


HAY 


welve, if you 
count the Kree, 


but we stay off- 


world. 
Tr eee 
Because we 
are frightened of 
you savage humans 
and your atomic 
bombs. Klaatu 
barada nikto. 


First, it’s 
Mahr Vehl. With 
a space. 


Second, my 
people's name 
transliterates as 
Kree with a "K." 


Third: well, 
you're aware that 
extraterrestrial 

species are active 
on Earth, yes? 


Ten. Eleven, 
if you count the 
Chitauri. 


Yeah. That 
was nicely handled, 
by the way. 


Orders. We're on an 
observation mission. 
Stay out of sight, work 
undercover. 


Iwas the 
officer assigned 
to undercover work. 
And attendant 
surgery. 


Nope. I am the 
space alien that got 
an extreme makeover. 
IF I married my cousin 
and videotaped my 
mating rituals, I could 
get my own reality 


You're pretty 
funny, you know 
that? 


For an alien 
and all. Pretty 
funny. That's 
some good 
stuff. 


TV show. 


Now you tell me 
exactly what you're 
doing here, or I'm going 
to guess that you keep 
your brains in the same 
place humans do-- 


--andthen ~ 
I'm going to let 
forensics answer 
my questions, you 
Know what I'm 
saying? 
ais = 


- 


You idiot! I'm 
surrendering! Are 
you people so far 


gone that you can't A 
tell anymore? , Imdefecting, 
you damn foo]! 


I was sent here 
to observe you! And 
then I was ordered 

to destroy your 

spaceflight 
capability! 


We were 
sent here to 
watch the 
human race 
die! 


Gg 


Now you need to 
. tell me where you 


heard that. Right. 


Because you 
found the Herald, 
didn't you? 
You tell me 
right now where 
you heard that, 
boy. 


It's a Kree word. It's how we 
describe what's coming. Our word 
for him entered common currency — we know what's 
out in the, ah...out there, coming. We track it. 


let's say. And we camped out 
here, many years, 
to watch it come. 


Iwas sent to 
monitor your best 
spaceflight program-- 
to see if any oF you 
would get off Earth 
in time. 


We're here 
to watch it 


Danvers! You're 
promoted to my 
personal aide. 


Tell Pr. Storm 
I want Reed Richards 
and Susan Storm 
here stat. 


And get 
Tony Stark on 
the phone. 


i) tf . 
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R BUILDING MANHATTAN 
NUS Yh LERIIL. 


So here's * 
a thing. 


What's this, 
Reed? Is this 
what's been © 
bugging you —= 
> all week? _/% 


Y Yeah, that 
doesn't actually 


explain anything 


SS 


a ~X 


“Ss 


~ Yeah. Well, 


Y this and trying 


to make my iPod 


“N" is the number of alien races 
in our galaxy that we could expect 
to have contact with. 


“R'is the rate oF 
star formation, ‘FP’ is the 
number of those stars 
that'd have planets, "NE" 
is the number that'd 
support life.. 


\ 


All the way through to "L", 
the expected lifetime of a 
civilization advanced 
enough to contact us 
somehow. 


f Well, when the originator, Frank Drake, 
& originally plugged in his numbers, he got 
ten thousand alien races. 


Huh. Weird. Ten 
thousand alien races, 
and the only one we know 


of is the Chitauri. And 
they tried to blow 
us up. 


This is what I'm saying. 
But the Drake Equation isn't 
really what's bugging me. It's 

the Fermi Paradox. 


Okau, 
T'll bite... 


I'm gonna 


yuo 


it, rubber 


2 aD) 


\ppODERD DDD BD 


Listen: ten thousand And they may not If there are ten thousand 
alien races capable ofsome evenhave been from of them, but we can't see or 
form of contact and the this galaxy, according hear them, that's a paradox. a 
first one we met was to some of the papers Either our understanding or / Well, it's not 
last year. on the net. our observations are flawed _/ like we can't 


. believe in 
or incomplete. aliens now: 


S| 


A 


a 


You've gota 
nasty mind. See, 
in your head, I know |& 
there's only one iS 
conclusion. 


Something destroys 
them before they reach 
the technological point 
where they can initiate 


contact. See, you think 


that because deep 
down you're a very 
unpleasant boy. 


I've heard 
the music you 
have on your 

iPod. 


BX fp X' 


I always wanted to 
be brooding. But listen-- 
could the Chitauri fit 
that bill? 


Running around 


the galaxy shutting 


down civilizations? I 
think that was all 
talk, don't you? 


N= R, Xx fy X Ne 


The Ultimates 
could beat the Kings 
of the Universe but 
couldn't stop the Hulk 
from eating half of 
midtown? I don't 
think so. 


I don't care. I 
just solved the 
Fermi Paradox. 


Well, that's great, 
honey. You just hold on 
to that as I bring the 
Phone Trophy home for 

the eighth time in 


Seventh. The time 
before last doesn't count 
because you bit me in the 
butt and I told you that. 


Hello? 


How's your 
conference 
going? 


Okay. Johnny 
and Ben...yeah, 
they're gonna 
want to... 


Yeah. But 
you're safe? 
You're sure? 
... the Triskelion? 
No, we can...oKay, 
okay, questions 
later. ‘Bye. 


What on 
earth are you 
doing? 


if] 


We were, well, 
there was some 
stuf laying around, & 
and we had an 
idea, and... 


We're goodto ‘S 
go. Theysayan J 


escort flight will 


yy); | 


— 


PU ou aie —— x —_— 


..yes, Susan 
Storm at the Baxter 
Building. We won't need 
your transport, but 
we will need a GPS 
Fix... 


I swear there are 
parts of my old 
= particle accelerator 
— in this. 


You're trying to 
make alcohol with 
something designed 
to create subatomic 
particles? 


We kinda 


thought that 
%, maube it'd be... 
BY quicker? 
Z| 


~~ Would you - 
believe the 
Ultimates want 


—\ | ee 


So Dad's in some skunk works, 
we're all gonna get super-spy 


security clearances, and something 
really weird is happening? > } 
That's 


5 And we get Sli x 
E> about all 7 to meet the x 


I know. Ultimates? i 


» 


Well, General 
Fury's running 
the show, Dad 
says. Nick Fury's cool. 
KJ But I'd be up for 
= maybe meeting 
lron Man. 


I'm kind of 
fond of Thor j 
too. Big hairy 


Okay, let's ride. 
Opening the main ] 


So where's this escort? I mean, 
I don't know how a helicopter from 
the Triskelion's going to keep up 
with the flyer anywau... 


Beats me. Maybe 
we should be going 
higher and looking for 
a chase plane... 


Good afternoon, kids. 
They tell me the entire 
warld is in danger from 
same hidequs alien 
beasties once again. 


Terribly dreary, I know. 
So what we're going to do 
is fly across the continent 
very, very fast, discover all 

kinds of perfectly vile things, 

kill everybody and then 
have a little drinkie. 


Aeady? 
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ap = 
\ yeah. \ T have to say, the SH/.E.L.0. You know, you «=| 
Hey ne io dossier on you didn't effectively i could have traveled 
g. \ you. communicate YOu... here inmy arms. Sait then 1 
\ q y | wouldn't have 
aN | gotten to ride in 
y i} 


y 


my boufriend's 


wf 


WE 


It's a classic 
Vehicle Assembly 
Building. Only seen 
these in movies. 4 


u 
have like eight 
thousand DVDs 
and not one of 
themisa 
comedy? 


Don't 
make me slap 
you, Johnny. 


You know, some 
girls think my armor 
is pretty... meet someone like 


definitely try and 
that, then. 


Well, Ihave to say--the €ver wrestled a fire 
stretching boy and the one demon from the volcanic 


Tonu's failing to hit on don't 
look like much. 
But you 


boys--you look 
like warriors. 


Nope. Beat the snot 
out of an underground 
sea monster thing, 
though. 
Totally trashed 
it. And, you Know, 
aliens. 


depths of Muspelheim? 


Ha! Trashing aliens Listen--we'll let Nick 
is great! Fury do his being-the- 
Man bit, and then we'll 
find beer. Yes? 


Dude. Thor 
wants to get 
us beer. 


BRIEFING|ROOM 


They're here because 
of something we found 
out a few months 
back. 


The Kree call it 
Gah Lak Tus. The reverse 
of God. |t uncreates life-- 
kills on the megascale. 
And it's 
coming this 
way. 


This was supposed to warn us. But thanks to 
lousy luck and the joys of Soviet Russia, we got 
| the warning a century late. 


For the 
benefit of the 


new arrivals... Aliens hang 


around Earth like 
winos outside a 
liquor store. 


We just found 
out about some 
_ new arrivals. 


Our friend in the 
fetching Guantanamo 
Bay fashions here is a 

Kree, the name our 
new visitors go by. 


He's had surgery 
to pass as a human-- 
Dr. Philip Lawson, senior 
scientist on the Asis 
spaceflight program 
run here. 


He claims to 
have defected 
to humanity. 


VY One of my experts, 
Sam Wilson, is working 
with this thing's memory 
storage. He thinks we 
could have only weeks 
before Gah Lak Tus 


According to what 
Sam's pulled out, 
Gah Lak Tus has been 
traveling an eccentric 
spiral path through 
our galaxy for 
millennia. 


He thinks it's 
taken pretty 
much every 
technological 
civilization 
within a hundred- 
fifty light years 
Of us-- 


The Fermi Paradox. 
The galaxy should be 
full of life, so why can't 
we hear it? 


Answer...it Was 
full of life, but your 
Gah Lak Tus ate them : NB 
before they got to 
the broadcast / | 2 \ 
level. y 


It's choking 
off advanced 
forms of life in 

their cribs. 


You want to put 
it like that, I ain't : 
gonna argue. f } j f fr 


But. We still 
don't Know what 
Gah Lak Tus is. 


His people, 
however, 
do. 


here to watch 


‘And they're . ‘ Os t. y 
it happen to us. / vig 


vessel actually knows what 
Gah Lak Tus is. 


IF Lcan 


Only one person on our | 
interrupt? 


That knowledge is 


I'm talking, 


alien boy. 


You're = 
making mistakes, } 


carefully guarded by 
our Supreme Intelligence. 
We're told that if everyone 
really knew what 


= 


puny human. 


j , Gah Lak Tus is, we'd 
j go mad. 


= @ MEE 
KY 


‘y 
\ 
\ 
S Se, 


So people only 
receive that 
information at the 
highest levels, after 
massive training, 


ona strict need- i \ 
to-know basis. : \ 


Shipthane 
Yahn Rgg--the 
captain of our 
vessel--hasn't been 
the same since he 
o Lf was briefed on 
2 a {4 Gah Lak Tus. 


Now...we were 
here to observe, 
yes. Yahn Rgg has 

y taken that one 
| : Wp step further. 


He wants 
you all trapped 
on Earth. 
ae. 


And 
what do you 
want? 


IF Asis had flown, 
then a sampling oF 
the human race could 


have escaped earth. 3 2 = 
It seems that ‘ 
he wants to witness a = 
perfect extinction. 2 j 
| ©. 
\ Yj N AN, 
ol GA ts 


Me? Colombian Coffee. 
Krispy Kreme donuts. New 
episodes of Lost. Seeing 

the Waiko Yamato 
Drummers live. 


I like it here. 
I like the culture. 

I even like you 

monkey people. got myself 
on to the Asis project 

to speed it up. You 
deserve the stars. You 
deserve to live. 


So what's 
the plan, you 
nice little 

alien? 


Kree vessels oF 
our class are only 
equipped with a 

single killform. 


We need to 
create a situation 
where they have to 
attack again--where 
they have to commit 
troops. 
Thereby 
leaving the vessel 
undefended. 


Three. 
But she's a 
biologist. 


You know Great. Two ¥ 
what he's going D geniuses. 
to say? 5 e 
Sure. Don't : ' Y} Spaceflight 
your f doubl 
OF course ’ / protocols double 
{ Ido. That's why db y up on everything. 
( fs : There are two 


VABs on site. 


You want to roll 
out the second Asis 
that's in the other VAB, 
because it'll draw down 
attention from your 
space friends. 


And we'll 
be ready 
for them. 


More than ready. Because And there's someone WY Sowe save the Asis 
you'll have a team on Asis 2, on that ship who has full ) program, take out an 
ready to launch for the Knowledge of the beastie alien threat and get 
Kree spaceship. that's coming to get us. the information we need 
_~ to defend against this 
Gah Lak Tus. 


Would you So what's 


ar like ea the deal? Who 
get aroom? does what? 


3 Say 
<< 


You wanna Know 
what the deal is? 
You and your tough- 
looking buddy there-- 
you're super heroes 
now, kid. 


You boys and 
Thor--and I've got 
the Widow coming in 

on another flight--you 

are on the ground and 
putting foot to alien 
butt Ultimates-stuyle. 


Hawkeye's coming in re 
with the Widow, and he's J 
with you people. = 


You're gonna 
be Space Pirates, 
amigos. 


We're going to need 
some stuff shipped 
from the Baxter ‘ alll 
Building. Yk , Including 
AS } ! \ my body 
scanner. 


You--I want to get 
a good look at you with 
no clothes on. 


You. Militaru- 
industrial-complex 
drone girl. Bring 
us beer. 


I don't get it. We go into 
I'm rich and famous battle. Do you 
and gorgeous, and know what this 
she oaetee strip 1 means? : 

e alien. =— : 
: Relax. She ; 1\\ Sure. How far 
=> up your backside 


only wants 
him for his would you like it 
rammed? 


biologu. 


’ 
SU 
A / 
A 
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Well, I was Reed, Reed-- 
going to ask for Thor's getting Mr. Stark and 


a keg, so... us a Keg! LI are going to 
: reconfigure a 
star drive. 


AR 


‘ay 


"2 sy) _ fe : 


You're sick, 
Reed. 


I could 
take out the 
pilot from 
here. 


Not like that, \ 
you couldn't. 
Bring the arm raw the arrow 
to your cheek. 
Find your anchor 


This all seems absurdly 
complicated, darling. 


You're doing 
all the work with 
your arms. Where else 
would I do it? I 
have exquisitely 
enhanced arms. 


It's simple. You and 
the bow are a single 
machine. 


You pull with the 
muscles across your 
back. The power transfers 
from here into the belly 
of the bow. 


Now, this is 
a compound bow. 
Listen for the 
clicker. It's storing 
that power-- 


I think T'll 
stick with guns, 
actually, Clint. 
Whatever. But 
one day I'll be dead 
at your feet, you'll be 
out of bullets, and 
there's only going 
to be my bow left. 


I dunno. The bigger and 
weirder this gig gets, the 
less professional it 
becomes. 


Did Fury really 
say he's drafted 
those four kids 


from New York? t's alll 


turned to 
garbage. 


Ihate i, 


working with 
the super 
heroes. 


T liked it better 
when it was just us. No 
showboating, no “you 
think this A stands for 
France”, no overgrown kids 
getting into their battle 
. armor drunk. 


We're 
all going 
to die. 


That's my 
fiancé you're 
talking about. 


That's your 
future estate 
inheritance I'm 

talking about. 


Now, now. 


Careful with the 
secondary power 
You Know, you ‘| 


could get out of 

that tin suit and / I wish. It takes 
a dozen people to 
get me in and out 


—a 


Mt Ml. 
Zz, 


Is this going 
to work? _, 


The stealth system? 
Absolutely. Based on some 
ideas Einstein gave the Navy 


during World War Two. 


But will it 
work on the 
alien guus? 


7 \tshould.I'dknow Y 

| better if Lhad access } 

Y to my onboard fe 
systems. _< 


Well, aliens 
always kidnapped 
human girls in 
the old sci-fi 
magazines. 


A 
But you should 
definitely ask Sue 
about that. 


IFit'll help us work “SX 
smarter, then you should ¥ 
bring your systems online. 
T'll cover you with Fury. 4 


Okay. This 
should only take 


, 


I want to 
reverse-engineer 
that so badly. 


IF we can pull 
this stunt off 
without duing, 

you got it. 


Now, let's take 
a look at this set-up, 
see what we can 
make it do... 


1] General? I was 5 a 
wondering... What's 
S{ onuour mind, ) 7 
Captain? 4 


Is it just me, 
or is this whole 
thing the craziest 


plan for the craziest 
situation in, you 
know, ever? 


Well, OF course 
it is, Captain T'll be outside shooting 
Danvers. myself in the head, General 


What's your vy 
ancBiene Are AD, 
you not having LT con't f 
fun yet? / 


Board is green. 


When I hit Commit, f 
the drive ignites. 
Te We just have 


to play target p 
ra little while + 
longer... 


Oh my God. 
That's them: I'm 
never going to get 
used to seeing non- 
human things just 


walking around 
like that... 


yg 


we fa . 
| ae 


Se 


That Was 
the right a Gutton, Ue 


yoG 


dA 
ae 


Ne 


I never get 
tired of this 
feeling. 


Sy 
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Split the 
pack! 
43 


That boy's 
quite impressi , 
Can we have him oiled \f 
| and brought to my 
room before Tony 
gets back? 


there, Nick. An 
electromagnetic 
pulse to disrupt 

their teleport. 


pretty sure his 
A name is pronounced 
j Mahr Vehl. 


Where's 
its drive 
exhaust? 


Doesn't have The whole ship drops into 
one. We don't use —_— what we call the Flow Layer, We sail 
conventional and deploys afield that tacks under real 
propulsive drives , into faster-than-light space. 
anymore. infraspatial currents. : 


Idon't think 
so. Take us into 


I'm not the docking 


even gonna | 
pretend to 
understand 
that. Can 
they see 
us? 


yourselves. 
They may still 
have security 
inside the 
dock. 


Ihave to say, 
I'm not entirely 
sure how to land 
this thing...it's all 
I can do to keep 

us moving with 

attitude jets... 


Get over 
one of the 
cradles--it'll \ 
do the rest. - q 


ted? 


Okay. 
Marvel. Are 


Tony and I take 
the lead. You kids 
stay behind us 
at all times. 
Clear? 


yy a T kill, Tony 
| i a a @ Kills. the alien 


um, we're But you're probably Kills. 


powered-up, not trained. You don't. 
too... Let me make a | 
this crystal 
for you, 


They must've 
committed the 
second complement 


to the assault. It'll just 
be shipboard 


security 
now. 


All lron Man 
sustems unpaused. 
Captain, lead 
the way. 


co 


This place g This'd be the romance 
feels weird. My ; ' of being one of Nick Fury's 
og a big-deal super heroes I 
on an alien spaceship was told — 
and my stomach's 
acting up. 


5 
= 
— 


Well, they die 
is hail > Then it's good 
to know that you'll 


die like people, 
too. 


Remind me 
again why I 
defected. 


I’M 
BEATING ON 
ALIENS! 


Tae 


Kj) BRL - 


Ain't found 
the gun yet that 
can shoot through 
my pretty skin. 


I owed you 
for the beer. 
Just don't tell 

Reed or Sue. 


a 


re Z 


aN 


a 


— = 


wae. 


SS 
S238 


Yahn Rdg. And in 
English, to accommodate 
your guests. I can see all 

from here, you Know 


; Oh, yes. Come 

He's on and see me. I 
\ Command. don't need security. 
» This way. But Mahr Vehl--you're 
N 


re not dressed for an 
Ship's $ audience with the 
tannouy. Yahn b shipthane. 
Rgg. a 


Aaahhkk-- 
he's--Yahn Rgg, 
you scum-- 


--he's overiding 
the surgical disguise 
syustem-- 


--HURTS-- 


Go to 
hell, Mister 


Hawkeve. 
We're on a clock, e 


and I want everyone's 
hands free in case 
we run into more And 
security. —¢ Z ag ae 


This isn't how 
professionals 


do it. Furthermore, 
We're not you brainless 
professionals. jerk-- 


And you know 
what? If being 
"professional" means 
turning into you, 
we don't want 


Lyi 


--we need him to 
interface between 
the Kree systems 
and Mr. Stark's 
armor. 


Coming? 


going to get 
me killed. 


You could'a been 
Of more help there, 
Stark. 


I'm saving 
myself for the FF 
intellectual 
challenge, 
Hawkeye. }h 


pe 


Marvel? ‘% Y Shipthane's 
What's that? ] personal escape 
sled/if he's 
deploued it, it 
means /// 


7// means he's 

triggered the 

self-destruct 
sequence 


Can suit can talk/ 
Marvel talk you hear English, but 
throat cannot make 
English sounds any more/ 
am truing to reboot 
surgical array 


See? YOU slowed 
us down. And now I'm 
going to blow up in 
space. 


That's it. 
Mission scrubbed. 
Back to the Asis. 


= 
You think I'm ~* 
letting mammals \ 
take control of a Kree 
vessel? You've gone 
insane down there, 7 
Mahr Vehl. 


7” You Know they 
/ wanted to give you 
control of this 
mission? 


They said it 
/ should be led by 
{ one of the family 
Halason. One of 
God's chosen! 


Religious crap. I will enjoy 
returning home to denounce 
you as a traitor and your 
family as religious freak 
losers. 


You think there's 
something insane 
about watching a 
world of mammals 
die for the greater 
glory of Kree 
knowledge? 


It's you who's 

é gone insane. You 
jm read the GahLak Tus p> 
database andit / 

\ broke your mind. 


<q! 


) 


‘ “Al 
Qi Jawan 


Yes. With a minute to spare. 
You haven't even fired the 
release clamps on the 
My family built 
these ships, you 
animal. I know 
them better than 


Can you even hear yourself talk? 
Mr. Stark, you should be able to 
plug this into your armor... 


We're taking the 
entire Gah Lak Tus 
database, Yahn Rgg. 
I'm giving these 
people an honest 
chance to survive. 


Can 
you take it 
all before 
you die? 


~e———— 


os 
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Sue, see the block next 
to the clear panel on his 


pod? Put a force field Ad 


through it. 
Wy 


Va 


| Ai 


Then I have 
enough time to 
leave the sled, 

kill you, return to 
it, and escape. 


I will not leave 
Kree Knowledge in 
your hands. 


You're locked 
in. All you can 
do is leave or 


He ain't 
leaving. 


I don't 
care! I don't I'm going to 
care! die quickly! Cleanly! 
You won't! You 


There's really 
I KNOW WHAT a self-destruct 
GAH LAK TUS DOES! sequence running? 
I'VE SEEN IT! I'VE How much time do 
SEEN ALL THE we have? 
RECORDS! 


About a 
minute less 
than I said 


You're stomach 
bacteria! That's 
all you are to 
Gah Lak Tus! 


Gah Lak Tus is 
purity! \t maintains 
the cleanliness of all 
of existence! 


It is the 
Antigod--it 
decreates 

intelligent 
life in the 
universe! 


If you can think of one, 
sport, I'm all ears. I'm 
having to use the memory 
from my internal restroom 
facilities to take up the 
information oversplash 


Isn't there 
a way to speed 
this up? Tony? 


fram this uploav... 


Don't you 
understand? 


You're already 


dead! rou have to 


die so we can 
Gah Lak Tus live! 


returns all intelligent 
worlds to their 
original state! 


Only the Kree 
will survive because 
we have learned from 
each Gah Lak Tus 
event! 


Y That's very 
interesting. That's 
information we 
didn't have. Thank you. 


WY You've helpeda 
Blot, you crazy 
: freak. 


We'll be sure to 
broadcast our thanks 
in the direction of the 
Kree. Family Rgg, wasn't it? 
Who helped the mammals 
mount a defense against 


’ ah Lak Tus? 


Get behind me! 
T'll put a shield over 
us until we get back 

to the ship, in 

case-- 


start blowing 
up. 


The ones we killed, 
as opposed to the 
ones the kids just 
beat the pus 
Out of. 


Your medical 
people will want the 
bodies. Autopsies 
and so forth. 


I figure enough oF 
the live ones will die in What're you 


interrogation for going to do about Vision, and I've 


that. ? 
Pav: Danvers is going j Skid 


I'm gonna wait to be his personal guard, I've got 
until the four kids and they're coming to the maybe half a 
are out of here, and = Triskelion. He can work chance of saving 
then burn these “ with Sam Wilson. this planet now. 

in piles. — 


I've got the 


All Ineed 
now is aclue 
as to what I'm 
saving it from. 


How's the big ‘ 
brainstorming session 
coming along, Reed? Am 

I missing anything 
spectacular? 


We've got two 
hundred of the 
world's smartest 
people under a 


4 single roof, Doctor A 


Wilson. 


It'sa ‘ 
nightmare. »\ 
“General Fury asked 
iF you could finish up here WW 
andjoinus forthe late 
shift. I think he’s hoping 
you'll bring a fresh head to 
the table because the rest 
of us have nothing. 


Tell Nick 
I'm fine where 
Iam. 


You think we're going 
to beat this thing? This 
Gah Lak Tus creature, I 

mean. You think we'll really 
come up with something 
to stop it in time? 


OF course we're going 
to beat it, son, but this piece 
of hardware Knows more about 
that entity than everyone in 
that think tank put 


together. No way I'm going 


to waste my time 
listening to Tony Stark 
slurring over a martini 
when a genuine piece oF 
alien super-technology 
is lying right here under 
our noses. 


What do you 
mean? You think 
you can turn The 


> A 
of Weapon? _~ 


woe 


How old 


are you again, 


Reed? 


This consciousness 
is more alien and advanced 
than anything that's ever 
touched the Earth before, 
Reed. Who knows what 
we'll iu to play with 


Power 
surge through 
the chest- 
plate-- 


Cerebral cortex 
is lighting up like a 
Christmas tree. What 


the hell's going on?_/ 


Don't touch it. 
Meter readings 
are off the 
scale... 


Thank you, Doctor 


Wilson, but I believe 
I can take care of 


things fram here. ) 


{ Please don't be 


alarmed. The pico-bots ? ’ 
are nothing more than 
an extension of my 


Immune system, 
( gentlemen. 


= 
They're simply 
4) scanning the room 
for whatever materials 


they can utilize to 
rebuild the damage 


done after eight 
decades in that 
=| Russian silo. 
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Veh 


Where it all began--on a world 
jounceable name takes the form oi 
numbers, a delicacy and a subtle gl 
between two strangers. 


pit 
af 


It seems so 
primitive compared 
to how you look now, 
Vision. Like an old Cold 
War satellite. 


(Don's t forget that my creators | 
had just Weeks to put me 
together, Doctor Wilson. Also 
bear in mind that this was 
( half a billion years ago... ,| 


. q * i 4 
“Such a beautiful world they sent me 
to. 50 unique, With its cities growing 
on coral reefs in the half-moon crescent 


of a solitary continent. 


“It looked like Gaye 7s ae . 

Ora (as Slice of peo Or § 
a half-eaten chunk o 
Watermelon, perhaps. 


“Their greatest scientist was nice. ) 
His name could best be described 
as the shape of a ONA strand 
multiplied by something that 
smelled like meat burning. 


“It was his job to 


decipher the warning 


Bock os took to his task with ) 
great relish, working all day 


at all night, sometimes 
ZE_ > without pause or rest. y) 


A 


( “After many years, he and his team ‘i 
deciphered a fraction of the message: 
The star system I had been sent from 
and some three impenetrable syllables. 


“What Gah Lak Tus meant i 
Za Was something that puzzled 
him until his death some eight 
thousand years later. 


(“Generations passed and the | i 
message hammered into my 
hull was pored over by their 

& greatest minds. 


— 


( “Civilizations rose and fell, wars 
came and went and, at one time, 


to translate this fifteen-word code 5 
from their nearest sentient neighbor. J [ 


“But, after millennia of ‘) 
disappointment, this team 
had dwindled down to a 
( single, Solitary scientist... ) 


inl : x. 
ey had three months t 


mE EZ 


: It's weird seeing everyone SS SS . 

Bee lashed by the rain when I can't That’ ) ue } 

Feel a thing. It's just passing anding ina si Ne | ly mi 
through me and turning dP 


into steam. hy they named m 
. cs . The Vision. 


One thing I don’t understand 
is why these guys aren't trying 
to escape. The technology's 
clearly here... 


( “They wanted to make sure 
that no time would be wasted 
translating the warning and 50 

they rebuilt me to mimic the 
ray Shape and language of 

L whatever world I visited. 

A 


“Insectoid, aquatic, ) 
four-dimensional, 
conceptual--nathing 


was beyond my 
| capabilities now. 


( “Instead, they poured 
their remaining time and 
resources into making 
sure that the next world 
on the Devourer’s 
trajectory was prepared 
| [ for his arrival. | 


“They finished me \f 


with only hours 


thing) 
50 that samething — 

| might survive this & 
\_ terrible apocalypse. ' )) 


This is 
impossible. 
Nothing could 
be like this. 
Nothing. 


} Don't look at 
it, please 


“Nothing may =f 


What's this? Io“ Traveling at translight velocity 

this you leaving through a series of wormholes 

their world behind, we'd navigated shortly before 
Vision? blastoff, Or. Wilson. 


( “This took me to a place 
where Gah Lak Tus wouldn't 
reach for almost two 
hundred years... 


“plenty of time ta 
prepare the population. 
ire 


“This species was an 


engineering culture. 
Fifty billion life-forms 
all sharing the same 
! occupation and eager 
to get started when 
they heard about 


the threat. be 
a 


i “Within two generations, 


a) they had encased their world 
4 entirely in armor. Within four 
o" b4 generations, they had booby- 


trapped their solar system... 


fll toto yy x DS T i 
i (@ ‘A thousand years later, I met a techno-organic it ry 
jungle species and they developed a thought- le. 

: virus ies Were ail 1 defeat pa py): 


i ‘i, 
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=. 
“Two million years after that, I helped transform a 


small cluster of reptilian mammals into a billion super- 


snuff out SUNS. 
R ay 


a f 


But even Hey were 


> gone in minutes.” 


of light, people mace up of 
little more than sound and 
smells and thoughts... 


Tve been to the coldest, 


darkest corners of the 
universe and worlds so 
hot only arithmetical 
populations could live 
there. 


And none 
survived? , 


IT wonder if your world 


will be luckier than the 
thousands which have 


died before her? 


What are Y{ Im simply reading every book - 
you doing, Vision? and every word your world has to “hat ; 
‘\ What are all these “| offer, Doctor Wilson. Tuning inta alte) sages yi 
lights? every thought and conversation ey ox Yea Ica ine 
for a hint of how we'll stop the curve is like nothing I’ve 


coming of Gah Lak Tus. 4 eeiceal 


" 


“Did you realize that humanity 


has made more advances in the 
last five decades than in the previous 


five billion years combined? 


g 


they have yet to forget what 
| they are fighting for. 


ier See pride 
(Zwallowed..._; 


“Hope and strength 
that's almost beyond 
measure. 


—<\ \\ 


<0 


Pappa papa | 


“T can see everything, Sam, 


and understand why you would 
do anything to preserve this 


( little species. ) 


Lain't afraid 
to die, Jeannie. 
God's honest truth, 
it's been a long 
time comin’. 


I was just thinking, Logan. IF these 
dreams I've been having are correct, 
if all these visions of total extinction 

are completely on the moneu... 


Well, I don't 

want to die 
wishing there 
was something 
I'd said to the 

people who, 
u'know...really ff 

matter. 4 


You come 
down here 
for anuthin' 
in particular? 


[a | 
L/ Don't 
say another 


~ word 


Back in the laboratory, Doctor 
Wilson. Thanks for the materials, 
incidentally. I don’t know what 


To have done without all your tH 
| wonderful generosity. 


Vision? What's 
going ye What 
the hell is \ 
this? f Oh, the nano-bots have just 
been rebuilding my ship with ' = 
any pacer tale ang pleted a 
ey could find lying aroun 
(the Triskelion. T hope you don't mind, 
Gut there’s only a certain 
amount of time left to 


escape this doomed 
[ warld. J 


arrives. I estimate we —a— INAS 
have around ninety-six | a . i { WhywouldI | 7a 
q hours, but this might be x j G joke about a thing © 


slightly inaccurate. \ > Ye | like that? _) 


== 
I thought you had some plan NG 
to defeat him? What about that J|[ Absalutely ine, 
stuff you said about the human ut Haire “ 
race being the most resourceful TREE Ee 


D> 
so far? = 


: 4 the great Un- 
species you've encountered 
“x Creator. ; 
r 


Trust me, I've just 


touched every mind 
and nation on Planet 
Earth. I know 
precisely what 4 
you're capable of... 


couldn't even 
\_ stall him.) 


Still, be comforted by 


this snapshot I've taken of all the 

Earth will be stored in here with all 

the other worlds long since perished. 
[ er ~] 


Your accomplishments will } 1 e 


not be lost and, a5 a scientist, 
‘m sure you will appreciate 


that sentiment. 


Oh, yeah. Sure. ~ 


As long as pi to the \f : 


millionth decimal 
place is safe and 


the fact that 


Look, I'm sorry. 
{ Idon't mean to be 
facetious. This is 
all just... 


{ Nowhere until the ship is 


complete, but the moment 
it's ready I'm heading for 
this star system near 
Alpha Centauri. 
a 


It's your nearest inhabited 


Py sector and the next meal for 
The Devaourer, eight thousand 


years from now. 


. 


I mean, 
where are you 
even going? /// 


Ha 


et 


i= 


| 
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But we cant et give up. 
This is six billion people 
we're talking about 


Sam, please. I've run 
through the variables again 
and again and the answer 


comes back identical 
| every time. 


Ga 
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extinction 
nits way.” ; 
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THE TRISKELION: 


ITHE|TRISKELION: 


Headquarters of the federal Government’s 
Superhuman Defense Initiative, presided over 


by the espionage agency S.H.LELD. headed 
by Nick €ury. 


\\ 
AS 


Ny 


S. 


Bae 


: Captain 


Danvers. 
be, Vehl. 


Why couldn't a i 
we have been 


wrong? Was that 
so much to 


2D 
: : 
AY 


His name's 
Mahr Vehl. 4 
EE 


Lay Off him, Carol. . 

He's the only person I know ¥ 
who bothered to learn how 
to pronounce it properly. 


You ready 
for this? 


Hey. 


= ip . Reed Richards, Susan Storm, 
This place is 


this is Sam Wilson, special science 
consultant to General Fury. 


Nice to meet you in 
the flesh, instead of 
videoconferencing. 4 


at 


How's it goin 


He's your alien \ After this? We 
with you and ri 3 boyfriend. 7] need to go shopping 
Marvel? and you can tell me 
all about it. 


F You 


H people all E@ : clock, Captain. 
set? Give me my show- 
and-tell. 


WILL roe gua) 


AS 


ity 


And from the 
Kree knowledge base 
we retrieved from the 
observation vessel I 

used to serve on. 
Reed? ‘ 


This is extrapolated 
from the data I could 
salvage from the robotic 
“Vision” alien warning 

system-- = 


Sue and I have been working 
the engineering and biology aspects, 
and we compiled this 3-D animatic on the 
Baxter Building mainframe this morning. 


best to use a place 
we were all familiar ' 
with, for, you know, ~” Okay, Okay. We're “ZZ 
verisimilitude and going to assume that 
30 forth Gah Lak Tus is in orbit, _ 
: Move directly over New 
along, Mr. York City. 


Richards. 


i 


al 


\< 


2 


We estimate 
Gah Lak Tus is 
some one hundred ~ what you're seeing 
thousand miles here is its field of gravity 
across. competing with our own. 
Things could start falling 
apart even before it 

does anuthing. 


Now. I, um, populated the animatic. 
It's something I've been working on for 
the Defense Department--they wanted 
astress/panic sim, planning ahead According to the 
for the next terrorist attack. Vision database, 
Gah Lak Tus' first line 
of attack is to 
broadcast on psychic 
frequencies. 


Samy There arerecords 
Be! of entire worlds being 
suddenly driven insane 


with fear. 


It's impossible to 
coordinate a response 
to Gah Lak Tus when rays 
from space are literally 
making you nuts, 
after all. 


Rioting, slayings, 
deaths incurred from 
property damage 
and the like. 


In Manhattan alone, 
there'd be fifty thousand 
dead within the first 
hour. 


Mass 
suicides. 


What's that? 


landed on the 
city there. 


It's a virus. Very 
similar to Ebola Zaire 
in effect, from what 
the Vision system 
told us. 


This single 
deployment unit will 
blanket a chunk of New 
York state, New Jersey 
and Connecticut. 


Come and 
look. 


It'd take 
anywhere between 
three and twenty-one 
hours for this effect 
to cover the world, 
we think. 


After which time, 
the human race will 
not be able to mount 

any kind of 
counterattack. 


At this point, 
intelligent life on 
Earth is all over, 
General. 


~ «££ don't have 


Something just E 


M7 a\ct oF detail on 
ee ZA). what it looks like. But 
Ze Ze we Know what it 


does. 


"It's going to 
drop these allover ¥ 
the planet. These are, 


peo 


It's a little 
sick, I know, but 
I figured you needed 
all the detail you 
could get. 


It's a flesh- 
dissolving virus, 
General. 


if you like, Gah Lak Tus' & 
7 : rate 
> 


ae 
res 


The entire 
population of Earth, 
driven mad and then 
killed by a virus that 
essentially slashes 
organic life to 
bits. 


They wouldn't 
even understand 
what was happening 
to them. Terrified, in 
unimaginable agonu, 
unable to think, to 
comprehend... 


It'dtake ¥Y 
maybe aday, kill every living 
I think. A thing on the 


x 


v7 


I can kind of 
see why thinking 
about this would 

make the Kree 

mentally ill. 


i 
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| It's the final 


touch, General. The 

Kree database says 
Gah Lak Tus builds its 
killing tools en route 
to anew target, and 

that takes energu. 


It needs to 
recharge, to move 
on to the next world 
with intelligent 
life. 


The deployment 
units somehow crack 
open the Earth's crust, 
to access the thermal 
energy of the world's 
core. 


Like a vampire 
sucking blood 
out of its dead 
prey. 


Every single 
one of these units 
transmits the power 
back up into 
Gah Lak Tus. 


Sucking 
the core 
dru. 


Leaving a world 
that is utterly 
uninhabitable. 


No chance of 
it ever growing 
or harboring 
intelligent life 
again. 


And that's 
what Gah Lak Tus 
does. 
Anu 
questions? 


just groaning 
th customers 


wi 


Should have just 
taken the desk job. 
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't Know why 
I bother. 


Don 


I heard 
about your 
accident. 


ZA 
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CT 


Edward 
Schaffer. We 
spoke on the 

telephone 


yesterday. Now, from what. 


I remember...your 
Didn't hear \ & Lag wife has absconded 
you come in i i i 
behind me, Mr. 
Schaffer. 


..and has taken those monies 
to one Paul Maitreya, who is some 
kind of faith healer... 


Scoot 


He's a cult leader. 
Charismatic. Slightly 
dangerous, in the way 
that these people 
are. And greedy. 


gary 


ry 


He seduces 
married, monied 
women of a certain 
age, and feeds off 


AN \\ them. And my 


Let me try to condense here. 
Your wife has run off with a cultist 
and taken the credit cards? 


I wouldn't 
have put it quite 
that way, Miss 


Knight. 7 realize 
that. 


=i 
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I'll need a photo of her, of 
course. I can undertake to 
confirm her location to you 

within forty-eight hours. What 
you do with that information 
is up to you. 


My rate 
card. 


Bes aoe Se 


Z Yes, I'm still 
holding. Look, I'm an 
ex-cop, Detective Keogh 
used to be my partner, 
just ask him instead 
of giving me-- 


I swear, the 
next check buys 
me proper A/C... 


--lady, Ican 
walk up there 
and slap you if 

Ihave to. 


\ 


No, the arm's 
Keogh, at long good, it’s good... 
last... listen, I need 
a favor. 


No, bite me. 
You owe me, Sean. 
You want me to 
list the reasons 
why? 


Okay. Guy's using the 
name “Paul Maitreya”. M.O. 
appears to be suckering 
& Old ladies into giving him ee 
Ea lots of money to support Odds on the 
his new religion. new religion involves 
@— making said old ladies 
say “ooh, you're the 
> best”a lot. 


VY Got it. Listen, 
how come you had 
all this on hand, 


EGGS: 
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Sorry . N 
to hear it, 

man. 1 
Leave it q G y 
with me, huh? le 

Okay. Bue. 


SS 
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Afew more easy 
Case notes: gigs like this and T'll 
Schaffer. It's a z be able to afford 
little before : that cosmetic 
nine p.m. procedure. 


Amazing stroke <= Tony Stark 
of luck. Abunch oF  ‘'e and his "hip 
unrented apartments ® industrial look," 
scheduled for renovation £ a my butt. 
found directly opposite 
Maitreya’s apartment 


This'll be wrapped 
up tonight. Just a case 
of taking photos anda 

little videotape 


there's Sean 
Keogh's wife... 


And there's 
the man himself. 
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————— —s 
They're turning the 
lights down now. IF this is 
some kind of pervy cultist 
floorshow I'm going 
home now... 
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Don't believe 
it--those shots 
came from here-- 
or-- 
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my butt-- 


Pandas 
flying out oF 


ay 
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Cosmetic 
procedure. 


ah 
ah 
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That's right. 

You stay right g Lay down on 
there, girl. Don't Because I your face, hands 
make me slap will just shoot on top of your 
you again. _4 your freaky butt head, ankles 
— —— crossed. 


Well, don't 
you look stupid 
now? 


Twill Kill you-- \ 


Iwill beyond kill q 
you, you sneaky ks 
d _ 


ga Z Mind you, Isaid that Wes 
And it wa i fl Z the morning I ended 
going to be such A See am SS up with this instead / 
a nice day. = 5 Reet f Of my arm. f 
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Ultimate 


ULTIMATE Cn TiNCTION 


eneral Fury, we're 
based literally across 
town. I don't see the 
need to establish a 
second lab on the 
Triskelion. 


eee 


I want you 
close at hand, 
son. 


I'm ten 
minutes 


Ten minutes could 
make a lot of 
difference. And I 
want you working 
directly with Sam 
and Marvel and 
Tony. 


I work 
best alone. 


This is a 
team effort, 
son. 


It is now. 
Because I say 
it is. Clear? I need 
you on the team 
and I need team 
players. 
I figure = ' 
you didn't play You know what? 
A alot of ballin : | I didn't. I stayed 
% school, but- inside like a good 
little nerd. 


And now I'm one of the 
twelve smartest guys on 
Earth and dating the hottest 
girl in New York City. 


And the big old 
jock guy who played 
lots of ball at school? 


He's standing 
right in front of 
me asking for 
my help. 


aay) 


——— a Fe 

ean“ LEE 

eZ We'llhavea 

E7 chopper stationed 

/ on top of the Baxter 
24/7, fueled and ready 
to go. And I don't want 
to hear any argument 

about it, okay? 


General? You're 
wanted in Incident 


Our private 
version of the 
Hubble Space 
~ Telescope. Used 
for detailed 
imaging inside 
the solar 
system. 


I dunno. Could you 
sound less like I was 
your dad and you were 
asking to take out 

the car? 


What've we got, 
gentlemen? 


Something 
on the face oF 
Jupiter. Let me 

show you the 
close-ups. 


What on earth 
is that? Over the 
Great Red Spot 
there... 


; That must be 
= & 


uge...did you go } 
ba 


closer in? 


It's not 
solid. I can 
see Jupiter 
through it. 


Isita \ 
honeycomb 
structure, 

or aweb, 

Oni? 


I'm afraid so. 
I wanted you to 
see it all first, 
before we went 
to the zooms. 


A 


Individual 
units. 


Machine 
intelligence...? 


Neither the 
Kree database 
nor the Vision 
ever intimated 
that Gah Lak Tus 
could be a bunch 
of robots... 


Sy *. 


Then it's not 
>] a bunch of robots. 
Maube it's a swarm 
intelligence. 


Think oF the whole 
as a single organism, 
and these become the 
cells. Maybe it has to 
be that big to 
contain its mind. 
Maube this is what 
a space-going life-form 
has to look like, I 
don't know... 


Oh, God... 


Tell me how ; 

big it is. I want 

to know what I 
have to hit. 7_ 


Well...the Great 
Red Spot is seventeen 
thousand miles long. Using 
the Spot as scale, 
estimating its distance 
from the Spot-- 


That thing 
is almost one 
hundred thousand 
miles long. 


That's a little 
less than half the 
distance from 
Earth to the 
moon. 


And we 
estimate it's 
seven days away 


ST 


Let 
Cap? ; * \ 


Don't all good 
soldiers believe 
Jie in God? 


I asked one oF 
your specialists 
if he believed in 
God. 


He laughed 
at me. 


Do you 
believe in 
God, Nick? 


Tjust had my 
briefing, from your 
specialists. 


Sf 


aN 


sy 
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* Where I came 
from, everybody 
uvraatttn believed in God. és 


Ai And if someone See 
nt” asked too many questions 
about God, it was because 
they'd gone nutty from 
reading too many books. 


God was there. 

God loved us. That 
was the whole 
deal. 


God gave usa It's not a big 
sense of what's __ world, and there 
right, and strong were enough of us I 
arms to fight tostandunder God doubted that 
evil For him. andtake onthe — that was the 


Your specialist said to me, 
if there's a God, how sick is 
he to make a universe where 
something a hundred thousand 
miles long kills planets full 
of his children? 
And I wanted to say 
to him, there's enough 
of us to take on evil and 
prove we're worthy oF 
God's pride. 


But there 
aren't enough of 
us, are there? 


It's an evil 


too big for me Inever 


thought there'd 
be such a thing. 


Ican't do 
anything. 


There's something ; 
that looks like it came W --and I'm 
out of one of those stupid Just an infantry 
color movies that are guy. 

everywhere now, on its 
way to kill us-- 


Yesterday 
I was a “Super- 
soldier.” 


Today I don't 

even Know if I 

still believe in 
God. 


ppg 
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Misty, you were 
tacked by the only 
man in New York wit: 
no distinguishing 
features besides 


at 


sa 


Look at it. It 
standard female face 


with no hair on. It's a 
photofit template, 
is what it is. 


God, that 
took long 

The arm isn't 
great with fine 


leefFemale Template -Blank 
them? 


you maybe draw 


You said something 
about tattoos. Could 


You're Misty 
Knight. God, I'm 


sorry, 


Tonly got 


your last name. 


Tony Stark 
made that for 
you, right? After 


the accident? ; 


They were like this, 
| the way down her 
back and arms. 


ae 


Chinese stule. 


Not Yakuza. 


Never seen 


a female Yakuza 


me to Keep you 
trouble. 


anyway. 


out oF 


How's the 
current squad 
working out? 


could have done a deal 
with the department, 
stayed on the force. 


lo! Jeanne, wher 
the hell is the = 
department hiring its 7 
C.S.U.s from now? 


The Internet. 
Be still now, 


«--SOrTu, 
Captain 
DeWolfe. 


A Picasso. How nice. Let 
me put the face through 
the system anyway. Give 


me a minute. a 


Despite Captain 
Dewolfe's complaints, 
a bald woman with 
extensive tattooing 
is a pretty fast 
search. 


What can I say? No 
one thought a cop 
with a bionic arm was 
a good idea. 


Besides, after 
the whole bomb 
thing...well, Ihave 
good daus and 
bad daus still, 
you know? 
Doing 
what I'm 
doing is 
okay. 


aA BAA LLL 
Except when Za ean ze 
bald girls kick ZB" My : j Eat weirdo cult 
your butt? ‘ GBB leaders. 


Misty...you're going to tell Heather Douglas, a.k.a. 
me all about this case of yours Heather Moon. 
again. Right from the start. 
Ahired killer, 
See if you can fit ee operating in New 
inthe bit about the ¥ : = York state for 
woman who supposedly 2 A three years before 
attacked you having : dying in a car 
been dead for twenty- 2 accident. 
two years. : 


I think I'm 
going to like 
that bit. 


7 Idgotorehit. 

An exact hit. Even 
without the tattoos. 
But we can't have 
had enough 
after all. 


a 


The woman I 
have on file here 
has been dead for 
/\ twenty-two years. 


Did some work for the 
mob, also some work for 
an enterprise called the 

Paragon Corporation. 


Th, 


a 


But, like all hir 
guns, the business 
caught up with 
her. 


Dead 
F/ as hell, Ms. 
» Knight. 


Ea 


NEW YORK STATE 


This is what 
the Siberian 


broadcasts 
foretold? 


We're way past that 
now, Charles. 


You've read the 
brief. My specialists 
are calling this a 
massively-distributed 
artificial intelligence. 


Can you 
contact 
ite 


I have to sau, 
the source could 
have been a little 

more specific. 


Its brains were scrambled. 
This is what it was trying to 
warn us of. 


I wish you'd 
informed me earl 
Nicholas. 


Also, I have yet 
to hear an apology 
for your firing upon 

my X-Men in 
Tunguska 


That means 
it's not a bunch 
of robots. It's 

a mind. 


From 
here? No. I need technological 
assistance to push my mind 
transcontinentallu. 


The furthest I 
could secure a psuchic 
connection would 
theoretically be near- 
Earth orbit. 


to my knowledge--could ‘ 
establish a working telepathic And my own 
channel into the outer Cerebro amplification 
solar system. array wouldn't help 


And even 
beyond that--making 
useful contact with 

an alien, artificial 
consciousness...? 


What if my bous Ihave an empty 
could boost your =— Psi Division Full of : 
Cerebro's augmentation gear a Jean? Did 
output? \ andabottomless BE you hear that? Is — 


budget. cere 
ee Cee | = 


Define 


tite 
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; I could have 
every man, woman 
and child on Earth 
clothed in solid gold 
underpants. 


Tomorrow. 


What's 
the catch, 
Nicholas? 


And ideally I'd 
like to have you 
wheeling around in 
this thing's head 
before it crosses 
the asteroid 
belt. 


exant you to consult with my | aaa 


. to airlift out oF your Westchester 


spread. 


a psychic attack 
protocol. _ 


You're saving 
the world on Uncle 
Sam's dime. Hop 
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something. 
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‘t Know you. 
Il never know 
who you were. 
see your face. 
You have nothi 
to fear from 


Idon 
You can leave now 


and I' 
it 


Idon 
understand. Just 
go. T'll Forget you 


were ever here. 


is 


ANS 


An eternal 
schedule 


2 


There is a 
timetable to 
these things. 


be seen by 
2 outsiders 
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...L don't Know. a ! Hell, none of 


This is all getting And here I ys us cope with the 
too big for me, thought I was Z ? 2000s, Cap. We 
I think. coping with the 2 g 2 just ride it out. 
4 21st century. YE ee 
—{—— =a 3 as a 


Ain't that the truth. I just 
ordered a mind reader to make { \ 
contact with a mechanical aS 

brain floating in space. 2p 


ti 


Strange 
days indeed, 
amigos. 


This is Explain, 
.. .cofFee's 
ea over, ladies. son. / Ineeda 
Bomb blast in minute to grab ) | 
downtown NYC, my gear, and is 
reports oF then I m coming 
continuing with. 
les You need 
backup. I 
need to hit 
a the air. 


It's 
mine. a 


Cap-- 


It's mine, Nick. 
Terrorism, I can hit-- 
and gunfire means 
the suspects are still 


& 


1\\ in play. Have a chopper % E / 
= = fh ready to gointwo /~{ Sa ae VA 
i 5 | minutes. St : a 
= = Three. a f | 


war 
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You forgot | 
ra this, you damn 


MW 
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[eta 


Asolo: 


4 People shouldn't leave 
those old high-pressure 
fire extinguishers lying 


around-- 
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I'm starting 
to think I really 
ticked someone 

OFF. 


“Oh, you're © 
messing with 
~ me... 


Ultimate)Extinction #3 
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ULTIMATE CaTiNCTiOn 
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You see 
that? 
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ultimate dollars, 


sam. 


Istuck my | 
ngersina 


fi 
mutant 


s eyes, 
sit. 


tries a back in Tunguska. 
That 
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Is that a 
mutant? 


Oh 
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and then remai 
at that...hole in the 
re under 


up for you. 
arrest on the 


Throw the gun : 


F 
eM 
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wall until we come 
Ss 


authority oF 
Tell him you 
arrested the 
hero cop he built 
a new arm for! 


out 
You 
m 
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am, I' 
but I still 


need to take you 
into custody 


, they have 

a bottomless well 
Ma’ 
sorry, 
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You Know, in 
where they drown 
dames like her. 
Sure! Take me 
to the Triskelion! 
Call Tony Stark: 


Iceland 


, eX-NYPD, 


a Knight 
private investigator, 


license 
at you? 


Where did he 
go, and why is that 
woman shouting 


Mis 


a guy who disappeared because 
you didn't hit him hard enough 
and your flying Stepin Fetchit 


attacked in my own office by 


Run that by 
me one more 


This is our 


a/ universe. There 


are a bunch of 
universes just 
like ours. 


Okau. 
This? This is 
the N-Zone. 


wy 


All the sets of 


universes below ours ' 


are older than ours. 
That's what Nihil told 
_ me, remember? 


The lower down 
the multiverse's 
structure you go, 
the older the 


universe. | 


The higher you 
go, the younger they 
are. Theoretically, there's 
got to be a point up here 
where baby universes 
are spawning. 


Okay, I'm with 
you so far. Explain 
to me how this 
elates to Nick 

Fury. ; 


Maybe 
even kill 


I know 
how to hurt 
Gah Lak Tus 


I mean, I want 


to throw up every 
time it crosses my 
mind. But it won't 
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And I'd be 
handing Nick Fury 


something very much 
like an ultimate 


But it's. 
obscene. 


1. 
fy 
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My, my, Nicholas. 
This is really quite 
impressive. I wasn't 
expecting this kind 

of accelerated 


| fa A 


Money buys 
people buys man- 
hours. How about fg 


you, Prof? Ready 
= to go? ; 


== 
Zaz 


You know, despite 
myself, and the obvious 
horror of the situation-- --but, in a very 
I'm actually looking real way, Iam 
fos journeuing into 
space. Quite 
Not just the thrill marvelous. 
of contacting a non- 
organic, thoroughly 
alien intelligence-- Azz 


..yes, yes, darling, I'm 
sure Amanda Scheer Demme 
will just die if we don't attend 
the opening of Tropicana NYC, 
but I need to help out an 


old friend here. 
a course she's 


not female. 


He. He's not © 
female. Gotta 
go. Call later. 

Love you. 
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Now--what's 
happening Misty, you 
h look absolutely } 


Gee, thanks, Tony. . / Misty Knight saved an awful 
Now why don't you tell 7 lot OF people from a bombing 
these melonfarmers outrage in Manhattan. 
who I am? 


I believe you 
were rescuing a 
A handful of morons 
from a Middle 
sat =e Eastern regime 
Please. I've ps e ; s 6 at ue time, 
heard enough B ae Pp. 
Of your voice, cheinsican 
sda arm in the final 
explosion. Since 
I'd been developing 
a prototype 
prosthetic from 
lron-Tech models, 
I decided it was 
4 only right to 
2» donate the first | 
to her. 


ool NN an 


In order for me to be able to do 
‘ that, Misty had to be thoroughly 
Fa) vetted by S.H.I.E.L.2., who were 
VNR: \ co-funding the prosthetic 
IS initiative at that time. 


Cap, I know things 
have gotten very weird 
of late, and I know you 

must be hanging on to the 
ground with all your 
fingers right now-- 


--but Misty Knight 
is a thoroughly wonderful 
girl, with an extraordinarily 
fine bottom. 


Now will you listen to me? 
First Lsee a dead girltry 
to assassinate a silver 
man with wings-- 


--and then he 
comes to my office 
to try and kill me! 


And then yo: 
treat me likea 


me in here for a day 
instead of finding 
that woman and 
that guy and-- 
= 


And I have to go. 
Time to see Charles 
Xavier do his psychic Wouldn't miss it. You 
show. Mahr VehI? people have fun without 
5 me now. I've enjoyed this 


lesson in hu-man stupidity 
j and stubborness. 


And Sam, I've got 
to ask--you argue with 
Nick Fury but don't say 


"What's up with 
that?” You learned 
English from watching 


Seinfeld, didn't Conan O'Brien get 


his hair to go 
like that? 


I appear } 
to be ready for 
launch. 


I still say this is 
insane, General. This 
is not the way to initiate 
first contact, particularly 
not with something that 
exists only to destroy 
organic life-- 


Don't want to 
hear it, Marvel. 
Are we ready LE i 
oa The board is 
green, sir. Give 
the word. 


The word, S Iam making N 
young man, is : = , : SS telepathic 
diven. Ss : S res AN RS | connection with 
' = : the Cerebro 


ANN RN You may begin 
NY \\\\ your amplification 
AN 


process. 


SS 
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MW Wie 


T've just 
# been shot into 
the Asteroid 


7 \t's here. In the 

Belt, descending 
into the inner 
solar system. 


— 


: It has a 
7 mind, Nicholas. 


I can feel it. e 
See it. a! 
: Seas 
© ; = © z | 
"ee 7s ee. 
/ ezeeaes Poa he oe ”” Icansee the 


access points on 

Bd Ree / ; a Paar aes the surface of its 

ano 2, ee ee = a mind. I am initiating 
ea p pee : ee first connection. 


General! 


We were 
imaging the thing 
during Xavier's contact 
and it fired something 
off when it broke the 
connection. 


It's fired A 
amissile at } 


Earth. “The computer 

5 says that, given its 
trajectory, speed, 
and the spin of the 


Tony, you've got seven 
minutes to launch Iron / _ 


I don't know 
what it is, but I 
do know I can't 

stop anything 
moving at 99% 
of lightspeed 
on my own. 


--it's directly 
targeted the 
Triskelion, from 
the Asteroid 


It hates us 
so much...I... 
desecratedit... 
just by touching 2 
it Al 


he 
i S- 


You're not 
On your own. 
Go. 


c 
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Six minutes, 
forty-eight 
seconds, 


! 


put vodka in 
my water 
bottle? 


SU 


: 


S % You think it's 
a missile? 


Seems a little 
simple to me. Your 
suit's force field 
al projector 
ae working? 


Kg 


Yeah, What are 
you thinking? 


¢, 

eel 

tt 

Saas one 

EOE a 
Parties. 


IF it's still moving too fast 
to intercept, get the force 
field around it and divert it 
into the ocean. Hey... 


“hy, 
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Marvel! 
Look sharp! 


Gonna have 
to crank this all 
--hold 

on, Tony-- 


the way up 
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Understood, 
Tony. 
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Recovery teams = aa 
are on intercept. Will = 


attempt to recover , wes 
Ze the body-- es ~ ge ee 


: Belay that, = 
recovery team leader--<& 

Iron Man and Marvel are 

priority--pick up the other 

body only if you can, 

without endangering 
my people's lives-- 


SESE UH TS 
ee ees 


Be 


= Pamn. This 
is getting just 
too weird. 


MO 


Yeah, we obviously have 
something of a situation 
now, so I'm just going to 
get you off the Triskelion, 
Ms. Knight. 


Well, I haven't been 
impressed with Ultimate 
hospitality, but I suppose 
that's pretty kind of 
you, Mr. Wilson. 


Sot 


Sam. = 


Vids 


iwisitae 
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\\ 


vif 


Qi 


Bald, tattooed, dead more 
than twenty years--and 
sneaking off your floating 
castle moments after 
something blows up. 


You bring Captain 
America out here-- 
I got something for 
him to kiss. 


7 Fire crews! Lock 
down the base! All 
choppers in the air, 
now! Scramble the 

engineering corps! 


General! 
It's Reed 
Richards! 


It's on 
SOT secure channel }; 
red zero, sir! 
@22-- 


Richards, you 
better not be 
messing me around, 
using the emergency 
channel for-- 


Fury, you need to 
get engineers to my 
old site in Nevada, right 
now. I need as much 
Adamantium as you 
can buy or steal-- 


__We have a 
situation here, 
Richards. 


ight no 
oka 


4 ri 


Don't — . 
ouch me. 
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We shouldn't ¥ 
have to do 
this 


We shouldn't 

have to think 

about things 
like this 


And I have 
a way to wound 
and possibly kill 
Gah Lak Tus. 


It was fascinating, 
Jean. I've never experienced 
such simple, uncomplicated 
contempt and revulsion 


It genuinely hates z 
organic life. All expressions 


Just my touching 
its consciousness 


" : Yeah, well. The 
{ ‘Freaked , = young people are 
out.” 2 painting their heads 
I do, on occasion, silver and talking 


{ like to be down with the ) about mass 
ple. suicide. 
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getting 


worse? All over the world. 


The Silver Men are emerging 
now, and they've gathered 
thousands of followers. Makes 


I hope so. I 2 : 
YZ think it could be our Can we get \ 
> best weapon. _ access to the Vision, } 
—, “ do you think? CW 


We should have 
full access to anything 
relating to this crisis. 
What do you have 


I think Gah Lak Tus' 
reaction to you has 
given away the game 

alittle bit. 


I think the 
Cerebro amplification : 
is actually the best I'm not sure, 
weapon we have. Professor--but I 
4 may have a way to 
defend us from 
Gah Lak Tus. 


Humans are 
weird like that. 


Ihave to 
keep the suit 
on to heal my arm. } 
I'm not going in 
there in the 
suit 
She's crazy. The 
crazy just radiates 


right off her. You need 
humans in front of her 
if she's going to talk. 


to put ordinary-looking 
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s 
years old. 


7 Trust me--we 
have experience 
with examining 
clonal DNA. She's 
a clone of Heather 

Douglas. She 
about twenty 


aclone. 
right...? 


Human, 
right. She 
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You're a clone of 
a dead Killer. There's 
nothing to be gained 
by holding back 
information now. 


We're not going 
to allow you to usurp 
our position. You simply 
haven't been bred to 
meet a superior entity 
from another world. 


We have. 


I'mnotaclone. * 
Iam a perfection of 
my dead mother. I was given 
g@ birth to and raised 
by the Enclave. As 
were my sisters 
and brothers. 


__ 
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Many more. We 
are the perfect 
children of Earth, 
trained to meet the 
perfect emissary J 
from space. 


ah Lak Tus? 


what you More than twenty 
callhim. | years ago, my fathers 
, purchased private 
time at the Arecibo Applying their own 
peervaren. algorithms to the array's 
computers, they caused 
Arecibo to image at an 
amplified resolution. 


They saw the 
processional entity 
in the orbit of Alpha 
Centauri, and clearly 
in transit to 

Our sun. 


Twenty years 
of preparation to 
meet him. 


What's your ze 
4 connection to the : 
silver man? __ ae 
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is teaching mass 
suicide in response 
to the entity's 
arrival. 


He is teaching that 
an angry god is returning 
to Earth, and that only 
suicide will placate 


~--and see their 
souls drawn up into 
: his heaven. 


am 


Ze 
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Don't you see 
it? The silver guys 
are the heralds of 
Gah Lak Tus. His g 
remote weapons. 4 


What if he fired a 
bunch down here while 
he was outside the range 
3 of our deep space 
network? 


This whole Silver 
Wings thing--they're 
softening us up for 
the arrival oF 


ee 


—————— is bi = 
EA > Space is big. Alot of, EZ 


distance between 


IF eating planets is 
what powers you, you're 
going to want to expend 

as little energy as 

possible in doing it. 


So if a whole 
chunk of the 
populace is already 
subjugated-- 


Less chance oF 
expending energy on 
defending yourself from 
planetary defense 
systems. 


Holy Z I want one oF 
God, that's these guys. We didn't 
retrieve the one Tony 
trashed, and I 
want one. 


f We are all failing 
Sa to kill them. You're 
not going to do 
any better. 


I have many 
brothers and 
sisters. You'll all 
\ be dead soon. 


I say we take the 
Manhattan silver guy ¥ 
and his little cult. Misty 
Knight gave us ! 
the address. 


j Tried that 
once, didn't have 
much luck, 


We didn't Know what 
we were dealing with. 


Now we do. know what 


else? 


Aside from the 
operational aspects aA 
of taking this guy into Ezz 
custody--or killing ee 


--the idea of someone in America 
trying to bring on the end of the world 
by perverting the concept of God... 


I'm not 
sitting still for 
that, Nick. 4 


Give mea 
strike team 
and Marvel. 


You have a go. 


Make it happen, 
Captain. 


IF anyone even 

looks at you funny, 

send them to their 
space god. 


i 


SS 
SS 


i) 


Z 


| 


\" 


\ 


Ay 
\ 


\\ 
nt 


2g 


this. 
TTT 
FANN 


it 
I'm going 


\ 
to enjoy 
AN 


v 
A 
\\ 


\\\ 
\\ 


nt 


AM) 


a 


rs 


‘ 


a 
c= 
<> 
HS 
nome) 
aX 

Ca) 


setting to use 


on you this 


time-- 


, Captain-- 
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ick ‘em. 
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kick 


that was the 
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Captain 


c 
32 
REE 
Lr 
co 
£OU 
<= 
Bat 
Bog 
ofc 
>ep 
BYU 
£e 


wis AS 


urtraniray 


TV saus it's 
like this allover 3 
the world... ‘ 


P Okay, enough 
B of this maudlin 
stuff. j 


ay Whowantsto ‘iii Vision,do “ 
mm help me interrogate ae wee ae you understan 
a quadriplegic alien ee are what we're 
: messiah? — asking? 
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hit rene e is 
P not what I am 
designed for. 


You are an evolving, \ 
self-healing machine life. 
It doesn't matter what 

you are designed for. 


E SE e. 
IT was designed I 
to record. Tao tell. 
Not to fight. tT] 


It's not 


{ fighting, Vision. 
i It is recording 
and telling. 4 


The only differences 
are that you'd be 
recording something 
new to you-- Cr 
--and telling ~ 
someone you've — 
never considered 
speaking to 
before. 


Mahr Vehl. E 
There is much i [ [| 


to do. And I 
know sa little 


{of this word.) 
cod 


a like freaking 
= out? 


Pr. Richards, 
these are the new 
superpositioning 

coordinates... 4 


I didn't want 
those. I wanted a 
stress test on the 
gate-walling. 


Adamantium's a 
pig to work, Pr. Richards. 
You've got to give me 
more time or more men 


Then call Fury! Like I don't know 
you call Fury once an hour to 
report on me! Get 


! 
more men: If the gate- 


walling doesn't flex 
to the tolerances I 
gave you, we may as 
well all go home, paint 
our heads silver and 
wait to die! 


Get out there! 
Retask people to the 
walling! I can write the = 2 
superposition code And test those 
myself! portable reactors! I =e 
need a stable throughput Is the chopper 
of 97.0 percent from = fleet still primed? Do 
all of them! you have answers to 
any of these 
things? 


Can't you people 
see I'm trying to 
commit a crime 
against science and 
nature here? 
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Go to crash 
condition! Everyone 
on-site draws 
arms! ya 


7 Fury! Begin 

7 power diversion 

to the Cerebro/ 
Vision array! 


Xavier? Get of this 
frequency! The Triskelion 
is under attack! 


I Know. They're 
| after the broadcast 
assemblage here. 


ey, “They're truing 
Z| tostop us from 
speaking to their 
god, Fury. 
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Does someone want 
to give me a plan 
-] 


z All the people 
coming out of 
the water? 
Kill them. 
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Those military | 

academies must 
be intellectual 
hothouses. 
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Something's wrong. 
I'm reading a weird 
gravity effect... 


Try ss Se 


looking up, 
Marvel. 


it with 


It's intelligent, it's alive, 
but it's remarkably primitive 
in its psychology. It kills organic 
life because of revulsion. Like 
stamping on a spider. 


Talking of being 


stamped on...things 
don't look so good £ 
down there. 
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Y Very well. Itistime ¥ 
to do our part, Jean. JX 
Are you ready? 


Richards! Can you Xavier's on, and I'm 
hear me? It's time about to go out, kick 
for the rock and butt, and get killed. 
roll, kid. You've got maybe 

six minutes. 
We're not ready! 


Can you buy us 
more time? 


Accessing Vision ¥ 
systems through 
Cerebro. _ Accessing the 
human psychic 
wavelength. 


¥ your warning--through dreams 
A and psuchic experiences to the 
human race. And now it is 


You thought . 
you'd come to } Since you were 
seer being so damn 
secretive, you're 
damn right I came 
to see! 


You get ona 
damn chopper 
right now-- 


All you dreamers. 
Everyone who's 
experienced déja4 vu << 
ora chillin an 
empty room. 


Everyone who's 
= ever felt someone 
walking over their 


You human 
race, awake or 
asleep. Think 
with us. 


You Know I don't 
do anything when 
you talk to me like 

that--and you stop 
saying damn 
at me! 
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Above us is death. And it's afraid >= 
But it's a stupid, 
fearful death. 
It's scared of us 
c because we make things. 
~~ Because we love. Because <_ 
we imagine. Because 
we wonder what's 


.. remember 
when Nihil told 
me how universes 
are stacked? That 


his was older 
than ours? 


S, 
those thoughts 
is a bullet 
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ambitions. 
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It cannot get 
close to us because 
our humanity makes 

it afraid. 
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--if Xavier can't 


Think OF making 
things. Think of 
fighting. 


Held hands 
and raised 


fists. 


Fire. 
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to get away from 
A the gate right Ss 
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a brought <~— 
\ six billion of ) 
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"It's convulsing, Fury. 
The sheer horror of being 
} touched by all of us--it's 
literally having a fit up 
there. 


I accessed a baby 
universe, way up the 
multiversal stack. 


Avast space 
of volatile gases, 
waiting for its 
Big Bang. 


Ss 


bomb through the 


We're dropping the world 
And holding the gate open 
for as long as we can. 


biggest H 
gate and detonating it there. 


fire the 


Big Bang from a baby universe 
through the gate at Gah Lak Tus. 


We're going to 
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I don't hear 
anything. 


I know. Pingback from 
all the sensors says the 
missile fired perfectly, 
and the gate worked _,.I don't hear 
perfectly, and... anuthing. 
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The Nevada 
Gun has fired, 
General. 


“What's the 
analysis? 


We're saying... 
twenty percent 
of target volume 
has been 
neutralized, sir. 
Maybe less. 


Twenty 
percent...? 


.Oh, 
God...we 
blew it... 
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moving aWay. n+ considerable 
speed. It’s broken 
orbit. Incredible 
acceleration. 


You're 
kidding 


Now aren't 
you glad I 
came? 
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the energy. Can you 
® believe it? 
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resources to killing us. 


Il be out 
So what do 
we do now? It's 
powering out of 
the solar system. 
that means. 


We stung him so badly that ° 
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he ran rather than commit 
You Know what 
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of medical 
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all your whining, 


Marvel 
wonder you had 
no alien friends 
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out of the solar 
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We literally 
scared Gah Lak Tus 
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t believe a crowd of 
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Ss going to go to another inhabited 
someone else. 
thing. And Richards 
design, all the science. 


solar system, Nick. And do the same 
thing all over again. We just doomed 


It 
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fight, or 
just move over and 


..is God gonna 
let me sit down? 


put upa 


OFF. 


re going to launch 
wonder? 

I'm wondering 
that when I get 
up to them pearly 
gates... 


You Know what 
all this makes me 
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a God. 


“Human beings 
can Kick the hell out 
of anything." 


I tell you 
this made you think 


there might not be 
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